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QUESTIONS  OF  THE  HOUR. 


THE  SOCIETY  OF  CHRISTIAN  EN- 
DEAVOR IN  THE  REFORMED 
PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 

Rev.  R.  C.  Wylie,  D.D.,  Wilkinsburg,  Pa. 

Since  the  organization  of  Christian  En- 
deavor Societies  in  many  of  our  congrega- 
tions, under  the  approving  acts  of  Synod, 
a controversy  has  arisen  as  to  the  wisdom 
and  propriety  of  such  organizations. 

This  controversy  has  passed  through  its 
first  and  second  stages,  and  has  entered 
upon  the  third.  In  the  first  stage  a labored 
and  prolonged  effort,  by  public  newspaper 
discussions  and  by  other  methods  not  so 
public,  was  made  to  drive  Christian  En- 
deavor Societies  out  of  our  congregations. 
This  effort  reached  its  culminating  point  at 
the  recent  meeting  of  Synod  in  Walton, 
when  two  memorials  were  presented  ask 
ing  that  Synod  take  steps  to  substitute 
Covenanter  societies  for  the  existing  or- 
ganizations. One  of  these  memorials  came 
from  a young  people’s  society  understood 
to  be  not  a society  of  Christian  Endeavor, 
and  the  other  from  the  Session  of  the 
congregation  in  which  that  society  exists. 

This  culmination  of  the  discussion  in  the 
first  stage  was  also  the  beginning  of  the 
second  stage  of  the  controversy,  which 
consisted  in  the  consideration  of  the  matter 
by  Synod.  These  memorials  were  referred 
to  a special  committee,  who  prepared  a re- 
port, which  Synod  adopted.  This  report 
declared  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  inter- 


fere with  existing  local  societies,  and  rec- 
ommended that  it  be  left  to  Sessions  to 
determine  the  name,  form  of  organization, 
services  and  relations  of  these  societies, 
and  that  Presbyteries  should  seek  to  unite 
in  a Covenanter  Yroung  People’s  Union  all 
the  young  people  and  young  people’s  so- 
cieties within  their  bounds. 

The  third  stage,  upon  which  we  have  al- 
ready entered,  consists  in  the  interpreta- 
tion and  jrractical  application  of  this 
Synodical  action. 

The  young  people  of  Pittsburg  Presby- 
tery, and  of  some  other  Presbyteries,  with- 
out waiting  for  any  Church  court  to  take 
the  lead,  organized  themselves  into  Presby- 
terial  Reformed  Presbyterian  C.  E.  Socie- 
ties a number  of  years  ago,  making  the 
conditions  of  membership  so  broad  as  to 
admit  the  young  people  of  societies  not 
Christian  Endeavor,  and  young  people  who 
belong  to  no  local  society.  The  question 
that  now  arises  is,  What  bearing  has  the 
recent  act  of  Synod  upon  such  societies  1 
Must  they  be  regarded  as  of  premature 
and  illegitimate  birth,  and  must  they  on 
this  account  become  disorganized  to  give 
place  to  societies  of  which  Presbyteries 
shall  be  the  parents  ? Or  should  these  so- 
cieties be  taken  under  the  fostering  care  of 
Presbyteries  just  as  they  are?  Or  should 
they  drop  the  name  Christian  Endeavor’’ 
and  be  renamed  as  “ Covenanter  Young 
People’s  Union  ”?  Or  should  they  be 
allowed  to  remain  just  as  they  are,  without 
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Presbyterial  supervision,  on  the  ground 
that  where  such  organizations  exist  the  re- 
cent act  of  Synod  has  no  application  ? 

The  proper  course  to  be  pursued  will 
depend  upon  the  right  interpretation  of 
this  Synodical  action.  This  is  the  task  to 
be  undertaken  in  this  paper. 

1.  An  examination  of  the  organic  law  of 
the  Church  is  first  in  order.  Synod’s 
action,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  is  in  harmony 
with  that  law.  Our  Testimony  declares 
that  the  visible  Church  is  “ one  among  all 
nations”  (chap,  xxi.,  3).  Our  Covenant, 
after  asserting  the  same  truth,  says  : “ Con- 
sidering it  a principal  duty  of  our  profes- 
sion to  cultivate 'a  holy  brotherhood,  we 
will  strive  to  maintain  Christian  friendship 
with  pious  men  of  every  name,  etc.’’  This 
language  means  that  interdenominational 
fellowship,  based  not  upon  our  Church 
creed,  which  would  be  impossible,  but  upon 
the  present  oneness  of  the  Church,  is  to  be 
ranked  as  one  of  our  distinctive  principles. 
Synod’s  recent  act  is  to  be  interpreted  in 
the  light  of  this  principle  and  in  harmony 
therewith. 

2.  Former  Synodical  acts,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  securing  the  practical  application 
of  this  principle,  next  claim  our  attention. 
The  most  common  method  whereby  this 
holy  brotherhood,  or  interdenominational 
fellowship,  has  been  cultivated,  is  by  co- 
operation in  voluntary  societies.  We  have 
a series  of  Synodical  acts,  more  than  a 
hundred  in  number,  extending  over  a period 
of  about  seventy-five  years,  relating  to 
such  societies.  By  these  acts  the  attitude 
of  our  Church,  and  the  meaning  of  our 
organic  law  touching  the  matter  of  inter- 
denominational fellowship,  are  made  re- 
markably clear.  Co-operation  in  rightly 
organized  anti-slavery  societies,  Sabbath 
associations,  anti-secret  societies,  temper- 
ance organizations,  and  others  of  a similar 
character,  is  enjoined  repeatedly.  Four 
extracts  will  show  the  character  of  these 


acts:  “We  will  heartily  cooperate  with 
the  Christian  brethren  and  churches  who 
are  laboring  through  the  National  Chris- 
tian Association  opposed  to  secret  socie- 
ties.” “ We  heartily  commend  the  noble 
work  done  by  the  Women’s  Christian 
Temperance  Union  and  the  Young  Women’s 
Christian  Temperance  Union,  and  urge 
our  people  to  active  co-operation  in  these 
organizations.”  “ We  recognize  the  Na- 
tional Reform  Association  as  the  agency 
through  which  the  Church  can  fulfill  her 
covenant  engagement  of  1871  to  co-operate 
with  Christ’s  people  of  every  name,  etc.” 
In  answer  to  a memorial  asking  instruc- 
tion as  to  co-operation  in  the  Society  of 
Christian  Endeavor  and  other  societies  in 
which  uninspired  hymns  are  used,  Synod 
said  that  many  of  these  associations  are 
the  outgrowth  of  the  Christian  religion 
and  the  result  of  the  Spirit’s  operation,” 
and  “ that  they  call  for  the  co-operation  of 
all  Christians  so  far  as  they  are  right  as  to 
their  objects  and  the  means  used  in  their 
prosecution.”  This  was  followed  by  a 
word  of  warning  against  joining  in  the 
praise  seivice  when  hymns  are  used,  mani- 
festly implying  the  propriety  of  partici- 
pating in  the  other  exercises.  Warnings 
have  been  uttered  also  against  Sabbath- 
breaking associations,  secret  societies,  and 
societies  that  prescribe  immoral  conditions 
of  membership,  but  in  no  case  has  mem- 
bership been  forbidden  because  of  the  use 
of  uninspired  hymns.  Co-operation  in 
various  societies  has  been  urged  by  Synod 
when  it  was  well  known  that  they  used 
such  hymns.  Synod’s  recent  decision  con- 
cerning Christian  Endeavor,  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed, is  in  harmony  with  these  former 
acts  as  to  voluntary  societies. 

3.  A comparison  of  the  Society  of  Chris- 
tian Endeavor  with  other  voluntary  soci- 
eties that  have  received  the  approval  of 
Synod  will  assist  in  the  interpretation  of 
Synod’s  recent  act.  The  most  important 
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of  these  societies  are  the  American  Sab- 
bath Union,  the  National  Christian  Asso- 
ciation, the  National  Reform  Association, 
the  Presbyterian  Alliance,  and  the  Women’s 
Christian  Temperance  Union.  These  so- 
cieties all  possess  certain  features  in  com- 
mon. They  are  all  voluntary  societies. 
They  are  interdenominational.  They  exist 
to  cultivate  a holy  brotherhood,  and  to 
secure  the  co-operation  of  Christians  in 
certain  lines  of  work.  They  are  not 
churches.  They  are  not  substitutes  for,  or 
rivals  of,  the  churches.  The  principles 
they  hold  are  not  designed  to  take  the 
place  of  church  creeds.  They  do  not  exist 
for  worship.  The  only  act  of  worship 
binding  upon  them  is  prayer,  since  we  are 
to  pray  always  and  everywhere.  They  ex- 
ercise no  functions  of  church  government. 
They  are  purely  voluntary  societies  of  an 
interdenominational  character.  They  may 
have  different  methods  of  making  up  the 
membership  of  their  conventions,  but  these 
differences  do  not  affect  their  voluntary  and 
interdenominational  features.  Some  of 
them,  such  as  the  W.  C.  T.  U.,  hold  con- 
ventions that  are  strictly  delegated  bodies, 
composed  of  persons  appointed  by  subor- 
dinate societies.  Others,  again,  such  as 
the  Presbyterian  Alliance,  hold  conven- 
tions composed  of  members  delegated  by 
church  courts.  The  National  Reform  As- 
sociation holds  mass  conventions  composed 
of  all  who  wish  to  be  enrolled  as  friends 
of  the  cause.  The  National  Christian  As- 
sociation sometimes  does  the  same,  and 
sometimes  secures  delegates  from  church 
courts.  The  Christian  Endeavor  Society 
holds-  mass  conventions  composed  of  all 
members  of  local  societies  who  wish  to 
attend. 

It  may  be  well  to  draw  a clear  line  of 
distinction  between  interdenominational 
fellowship  in  these  voluntary  societies  and 
interdenominational  fellowship  of  an  or- 
ganic nature.  This  latter  is  illustrated  in 


the  union  meetings  sometimes  held  by  a 
number  of  congregations.  Another  illus- 
tration would  be  afforded  if  a number  of 
church  courts  of  different  ecclesiastical 
bodies  should  hold  a union  religious  ser- 
vice. In  such  a case  there  is  no  new  vol- 
untary society  formed  as  a medium  through 
which  the  fellowship  is  enjoyed.  Neither 
is  such  an  assembly  to  be  regarded  as  a 
new  church  formed  out  of  all  the  churches 
that  take  part  in  the  meeting.  It  is  merely 
an  exhibition  of  the  present  unity  of  the 
visible  Church.  In  such  assemblies  the 
Bible  rule  for  worship  should  have  its  full- 
est application.  But  this  organic  fellow- 
ship is  not  to  be  confounded  with  fellow- 
ship through  voluntary  societies,  which  we 
are  now  considering.  In  their  essential 
features,  and  as  a meaus  for  enjoying  inter- 
denominational fellowship,  all  such  societies 
as  those  above  mentioned  are  on  an  equal- 
ity. 

No  attempt  to  take  the  Presbyterian 
Alliance  out  of  this  rank  can  be  successful. 
Its  form  of  organization,  name  and  purpose 
prove  this.  It  is  true  that  in  1885,  on  ac- 
count of  the  use  of  an  uninspired  hymn  in 
the  meeting  in  Belfast  in  1884,  our  Synod 
gave  notice  of  its  purpose  to  withdraw 
from  the  Alliance  “ unless  the  Scripture 
Psalms  are  made,  as  previous  to  this  year, 
the  exclusive  matter  of  praise.”  This 
action  was  not  taken,  however,  because  our 
Synod  regards  the  Alliance  as  a church,  or 
as  a ^wcm-church,  and  not  as  a voluntary- 
society.  If  we  place  the  Alliance,  as  to  its 
praise  service,  on  the  level  of  the  church, 
and  make  the  acceptance  of  our  views  on 
this  matter  a condition  of  our  remaining  in 
connection  with  it,  should  we  not  also  place 
its  pulpit  on  a level  with  the  church’s 
pulpit,  and  make  the  acceptance  of  our 
views  on  this  matter  a condition  also  1 

Should  not  the  pulpit  be  guarded  with 
the  same  vigilance  as  the  praise  service? 
But  all  Presbyterian  ministers  are  eligible 
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to  the  pulpit  of  the  Alliance.  One  of  the 
following  conclusions  must,  therefore,  be 
accepted  : Either  we  are  inconsistent  in 
guarding  so  faithfully  the  praise  service  of 
the  Alliance,  while  consenting  to  its  having 
such  a broad  pulpit,  or  we  are  at  liberty  to 
make  our  Church  pulpit  as  broad  as  that  of 
the  Alliance,  and  practice  interchange  of 
pulpits  with  all  Presbyterian  ministers;  or 
the  effort  to  elevate  the  Alliance  above  the 
ranks  of  voluntary  societies  to  find  a reason 
for  Synod’s  threat  to  withdraw  from  it  is  a 
failure.  The  last  of  these  is  the  proper 
conclusion,  and  another  explanation  of 
Synod’s  threat  must  be  sought.  It  is  not 
tto  be  explained  by  the  fact  that  Synod  her- 
self appoints  delegates  to  the  Alliance,  as 
though  she  never  appoints  delegates  to  con- 
ventionswherehymnsof  human  composition 
are  used.  In  1881  Synod  appointed  dele- 
gates to  the  National  Temperance  Conven- 
tion in  Saratoga.  In  1886  she  appointed 
delegates  to  the  Conference  of  Churches 
on  Secret  Orders  in  Chicago.  Hymns 
were  used  in  these  meetings  Some  ex- 
plain Synod's  threat  by  claiming  that  in 
this  case  she  acted  inconsistently.  There 
is,  however,  another  and  a better  explana- 
tion. Our  aim  as  a church  is  to  secure  the 
rise  of  the  inspired  Psalms  in  all  societies 
with  which  we  are  connected.  This  was 
done  in  the  Presbyterian  Alliance.  The 
use  of  the  hymn  in  the  meeting  at  Belfast 
was  an  innovation,  and  the  violation  of  an 
implied  agreement.  We  threatened  to 
withdraw  because  of  this  violation,  and  be- 
cause it  was  considered  unsafe  to  remain  in 
the  Alliance  if  it  should  continue  on  the 
down  grade. 

The  effort  to  place  all  young  people’s 
conventions  above  the  rank  of  voluntary 
associations  is  likewise  doomed  to  failure 

Of  these  conventions,  however,  there  are 
two  varieties.  There  is  the  strictly  de- 
nominational convention,  such  as  the  one 
we  are  now  holding,  and  such  as  the 


United  Presbyterian  young  people  recently 
held  at  Saratoga.  Then  there  is  the  inter- 
denominational, -such  as  the  Christian 
Eudeavor  Convention,  held  recently  in 
Nashville.  Both  kinds  are  necessary  to  the 
growth,  development  and  efficient  service 
of  our  young  people.  The  advantage  of 
the  C.  E.  organization  is  that  its  local  so- 
cieties are  strictly  denominational,  furnish- 
ing a basis  for  strictly  denominational 
Presbyterial  or  Synodical  conventions, 
while  the  United  Society  is  interdenomina- 
tional, and  holds  interdenominational  con- 
ventions. 

A close  analogy  exists  between  societies 
of  Christian  Endeavor  and  Sabbath-schools. 
The  Sabbath-school  is  under  the  control  of 
the  Session.  So  is  the  local  Christian  En- 
deavor Society.  The  Sabbath- school  is  the 
Church  at  work  in  a certain  sphere.  So  is 
the  local  Christian  Endeavor  Society.  The 
worship  of  the  Sabbath-school  is  governed 
by  the  same  rules  that  govern  the  worship 
of  the  congregation.  So  is  it  with  the 
local  Christian  Endeavor  Society.  A 
county,  State,  national  or  international 
Sabbath-school  convention  is  a meeting  of 
a voluntary  society  for  the  cultivation  of  a 
holy  brotherhood,  interdenominational  fel- 
lowship and  Christian  co-operation,  and 
takes  rank  with  all  other  voluntary  socie- 
ties. So  is  it  with  the  conventions  held 
under  the  auspices  of  the  United  Society  of 
Christian  Endeavor.  There  has  rarely 
been  an  objection  raised  against  co-opera- 
tion in  all  such  societies  since  the  schism  in 
the  days  of  David  Steele,  nearly  sixty  years 
ago.  There  was  a period  when  occasional 
hearing,  or  the  attending  of  the  services 
of  other  churches,  especially  those  where 
hymns  of  human  composition  were  used, 
was  condemned  as  an  inconsistency.  There 
was  also  a time  when  few,  if  any,  of  our 
ministers  would  enter  the  pulpit  of  another 
church  unless  the  inspired  Psalms  without 
the  instrument  should  be  used.  But  there 
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never  was  a time  when  Synod  considered  it 
inconsistent  to  co-operate  with  other  Chris- 
tians in  voluntary  societies,  even  though 
uninspired  hymns  were  used.  There  is 
now  an  effort  made  to  reverse  all  this.  In- 
terdenominational fellowship  by  co-opera- 
tion in  certain  voluntary  societies  is  to  be 
put  under  the  ban,  unless  these  societies 
accept  our  views  and  conform  to  our 
practices  in  worship,  while  attending 
upon  and  taking  part  in  church  services 
where  uninspired  hymns  are  used,  may  be 
practiced  by  the  express  sanction  and  ap- 
pointment of  Synod.  What  was  once  con- 
sidered a duty  is  now  to  be  treated  as  a 
sin,  and  what  was  once  regarded  as  an  in- 
consistency is  now  to  be  commended  as  a 
duty.  If  we  have  so  far  advanced  that  we 
have  reversed  the  judgment  of  our  fathers 
in  the  matters  of  occasional  hearing  and 
preaching  in  churches  where  hymns  are 
used,  let  us  not  commit  the  folly  of  revers- 
ing their  judgment  in  the  matter  of  co- 
operation in  voluntary  societies.  The 
practice  of  the  fathers  was  far  more  rea- 
sonable and  consistent  than  the  plan  some 
now  advocate.  If  to  participate  in  church 
services  where  hymns  of  human  compo- 
sition are  used  is  justifiable,  much  more  to 
participate  in  the  exercises  of  a voluntary 
society  where  such  hymns  are  used  is  jus- 
tifiable. But  Synod  appoints  a testimony- 
bearing agent  who  arranges  and  conducts 
such  church  services,  and  yet  as  an  exam- 
ple of  strange  inconsistency  a determined 
opposition  has  arisen  to  certain  voluntary 
societies  on  the  ground  of  the  use  of 
hymns.  “The  legs  of  the  lame  are  not 
equal.” 

The  inconsistency  is  not  removed  by  the 
explanation  sometimes  given  that  Synod’s 
agent  goes  as  a witness-bearer,  and  is  re- 
sponsible for  nothing  but  his  message. 
The  same  or  as  good  a reason  exists  for  co- 
operation in  voluntary  societies.  If  the 
bed  is  long  enough  for  Synod’s  agent  to 


stretch  himself  upon  it,  and  the  covering 
not  too  narrow  for  him  to  wrap  himself  in 
it,  both  bed  and  covering  will  answer  all 
practical  purposes  of  other  people  no 
larger  than  he. 

Moreover,  the  message  of  Synod’s  agent 
is  not  a testimony  against  corruption  in 
worship — an  evil  practiced  in  his  very 
presence — but  it  is  a testimony  against  a 
political  evil  which  is  not  in  evidence  on 
the  occasion  of  his  visit. 

There  are  but  two  logical  positions. 
The  first  is  the  position  always  occupied 
by  our  Church.  It  makes  a wide  distinc- 
tion between  the  Church  .and  voluntary 
societies  ; work,  not  worship,  being  the  end 
for  which  the  latter  exist.  Their  acts  of 
worship,  except  prayer,  are  incidental.  If 
praise  services  are  observed,  we  will  insist- 
on  the  use  of  the  inspired  Psalms,  but  will 
not  refuse  to  co-operate  if  our  testimony 
does  not  at  once  prevail,  but  will  join  with 
them  if  they  are  right  in  principle,  method 
and  aim.  The  other  logically  consistent 
position  is  that  of  David  Steele,  which,  by 
making  a wrong  application  of  a right 
principle,  refuses  co-operation  in  voluntary 
societies  unless  they  come  up  to  an  impos- 
sible standard.  There  is  a drift  in  our 
day  toward  the  Steelite  position. 

One  of  our  ministers  recently  declared 
that  he  will  participate  in  no  convention  in 
which  uninspired  hymns  and  the  organ  are 
used,  and  that  he  is  opposed  to  Synod’s 
testimony  bearing  agent  entering  the  pul- 
pits of  other  churches  unless  the  Psalms 
without  the  organ  are  employed.  Between 
these  two  positions  we  must  choose. 
Those  who  are  attempting  to  occupy  an 
intermediate  position  should  either  return 
to  the  position  of  the  Church  which  they 
have  forsaken,  or  go  over  entirely  to  that 
of  David  Steele.  It  is  on  the  basis  of  the 
Steelite  heresy  that  we  are  now  asked  to 
abandon  the  Society  of  Christian  Endeavor. 
The  logical  result  would  be  to  cease  all 
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efficient  reform  work  by  co-operation  in  the 
various  reform  associations,  restrict  all  re- 
form ami  testimony-bearing  agents  to  labor 
only  where  our  ideas  of  worship  can  be 
carried  out,  withdraw  from  all  active  co- 
operation with  other  Christians,  retire 
within  the  little, 'old,  dried-up  shell  of  David 
Steele,  and,  like  the  Steelite  body,  die 
“ unwept,  utihonored,  and  unsung.”  It  is 
difficult,  with  so  many  distinctive  princi- 
ples as  our  Church  holds,  for  some  of  our 
members  to  keep  themselves  well  poised. 
They  are  in  danger  of  taking  such  a prin- 
ciple as  Psalmody  or  Separation  from  Evil, 
and  pushing  it  to  such  an  unwan-anted  ex- 
treme as  to  deny  practically  our  principles 
of  reform  The  outcome  in  all  such  cases 
is  Steeliteism.  Our  Christian  Endeavor 
Societies  will  doubtless  refuse  to  be  thrust 
into  the  little  shell  in  which  that  heresy  is 
thought  to  have  died  a few  years  ago,  and 
they  should  raise  an  indignant  protest 
against  the  growing  habit  of  stigmatizing 
them  as  liberals  because  of  this  refusal. 
No  member  of  our  Church  should  be  made 
to  suffer  for  being  in  harmony  with  our 
organic  law  as  interpreted  by  Synod  and 
immemorial  usage. 

4.  An  examination  of  the  changes  re- 
cently made  in  the  constitution  of  the 
United  Society  of  Christian  Endeavor  is 
now  necessary.  Some  may  have  a fear  that 
these  changes  have  carried  the  whole  C.  E. 
movement  outside  the  circle  of  Synod’s 
approving  acts.  It  should  be  noticed  first 
of  all  that  no  change  whatever  has  been 
made  in  the  local  societies,  or  in  their  re- 
lation to  the  United  Society.  The  United 
Society  alone  is  affected  by  these  changes. 
To  these  changes  objections  from  various 
sources  have  been  raised. 

(1.)  It  is  objected  that  the  United  So- 
ciety has  become  incorporated  under  the 
laws  of  Massachusetts.  Many  of  our  con- 
gregations, including  Wilkinsburg,  Pitts- 
burg, Allegheny,  Central  Allegheny,  and 


Beaver  Falls  are  incorporated.  Synod’s 
Board  of  Trustees,  Geneva  College,  the 
Home  for  Aged  People  are  incorporated. 
The  National  Christian  Association,  the 
W.  C.  T.  U.,  the  Pennsylvania  W.  C.  T.  U. 
are  incorporated,  and  the  Allegheny  County 
W.  C.  T.  U.  is  well  on  the  way.  It  is  just 
as  harmless  to  be  incorpoi’ated  under  the 
laws  of  Massachusetts  as  it  is  under  the 
laws  of  Pennsylvania  or  Illinois. 

(2.)  But  the  United  Society  is  a close 
corporation.  That  is  just  what  it  is  not. 
Its  membership  is  unlimited  in  number. 
Any  well-behaved  member  of  a local  C.  E. 
Society  may  become  a life  member  of  the 
United  Society  on  the  payment  of  one  dol- 
lar. Formerly,  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
consisting  of  thirty  five  members,  came 
near  being  a close  corporation,  because  it 
was  self-perpetuating.  The  only  thing 
that  saved  it  from  being  a close  corpora- 
tion is  it  was  not  a corporation  at  all. 
To  remove  such  objections,  the  recent 
changes  were  made. 

(3.)  It  is  objected  that  the  clerk  and 
general  secretary  are  oatli-bound. 

But  we  are  not  Quakers.  We  do  not 
object  to  all  oaths.  Our  Testimony  teaches 
that  even  private  oaths  are  sometimes 
proper,  but  recommends  that  oaths  relating 
to  social  transactions  be  administered  by 
civil  or  ecclesiastical  officers.  Of  the  oaths 
administered  in  the  United  Society,  Secre- 
tary Baer  says  : “ The  clerk  is  sworn  by  a 
justice,  and  after  that  the  clerk  has  the 
power  to  administer  the  oath.  It  is  purely 
the  requirements  of  law.  It  has  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  Christian  Endeavor, 
or  anything  tha  t we  require  of  Christian 
Endeavorers.  iis  absolutely  necessary  in 
order  to  have  the  minutes  official  and 
properly  recorded  under  the  State  laws  of 
Massachusetts.” 

(4.)  But  this  society  is  independent  of  all 
direct  church  authority. 

I am  glad  of  it.  So  is  the  National 
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Christian  Association,  the  W.  C.  T,  U.,  the 
American  Sabbath  Union,  the  National 
Reform  Association,  and  all  other  interde- 
nominational societies.  How  could  it  be 
otherwise  ? If  one  church  controlled  them 
they  would  not  be  interdenominational. 
And  for  all  the  churches  to  exercise  au- 
thority over  them  is  too  absurd  to  be 
mentioned. 

(5  ) Each  church  shall  have  one  member 
in  the  Board  of  Trustees.  Good.  That 
gives  an  opportunity  that  never  existed 
before.  We  now  have  a member  on  that 
board,  and  a worthy  member  he  is. 

(6.)  But  the  corporation,  and  not  the 
churches,  choose  these  members.  This  is 
a wise  provision.  It  is  just  what  any  such 
society  ought  to  do.  The  Presbyterian  Alli- 
ance has  a committee  on  business  that 
passes  upon  all  the  subjects  discussed  in  the 
meetings  of  the  Alliance.  The  Alliance 
itself,  not  the  churches,  appoints  the  mem- 
bers of  this  committee. 

(7.)  The  corporation  controls  the  Chris- 
tian Endeavor  movement,  though  some  of 
us  thought  that  Christian  Endeavor  was  a 
loosely  constructed  organization,  made  up 
of  young  people’s  societies  held  together 
by  a few  general  principles  of  Christian 
brotherhood,  and  guided  and  controlled  by 
the  Church  of  Christ. 

In  reply  I quote  from  the  latest  thing 
out  on  this  matter.  In  answering  the 
questions,  “ What  is  the  United  Society  of 
Christian  Endeavor?  What  does  it  do? 
What  does  it  not  do  ? ” William  Shaw, 
Treasurer  of  the  United  Society,  said  at 
the  Nashville  Convention : “ It  is  a corpo- 
ration organized  under  the  laws  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  to  promote  earnest 
Christianity  among  the  young  people,  and 
make  them  more  useful  in  the  service  of 
God.  It  accomplishes  its  object  by  organ- 
izing and  fostering  societies  of  Christian 
Endeavor.  It  is  an  organization  of  indi- 
viduals, as  the  law  requires.  Any  past  or 


present  member  of  a society  of  Christian 
Endeavor  may  become  a life  member  of  the 
United  Society  by  the  payment  of  one  dol- 
lar, with  the  approval  of  the  Society  or 
Board  of  Trustees  at  any  meeting.  It 
enrolls  the  local  societies,  and  is  the  link 
that  binds  us  together  in  our  world- wide 
fellowship.  It  arranges  for  the  Interna- 
tional Convention.  It  elects  the  officers 
and  Board  of  Trustees.  It  prints  and  cir- 
culates hundreds  of  thousands  of  copies  of 
Christian  Endeavor  leaflets,  books,  etc. 
It  pays  for  the  translation  of  literature  in 
foreign  lands,  and  assists  in  the  formation 
of  new  societies  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 
Under  its  direction  the  number  of  societies 
has  increased  in  thirteen  years  from  250  to 
more  than  54,000.  It  fosters  denomina- 
tional loyalty  and  interdenominational 
fellowship.  It  does  not  exercise  any 
authority  or  control  over  the  local  societies. 
It  does  not  levy  any  taxes  or  assessments 
or  receive  any  contributions  from  the  local 
societies.  It  does  not  usurp  the  place  of 
the  denominational  authorities  in  the 
direction  or  control  of  their  young 
people.” 

The  tract  entitled  “ Facts  About  Chris- 
tian Endeavor  ” says  : “Each  society,  next 
to  Christ,  is  amenable  to  no  authority  save 
that  of  its  own  church  and  pastor.” 

From  the  first  of  these  quotations  it  is 
evident  that  the  United  Society  has  an  ex- 
tensive business,  aggregating  thousands  of 
dollars  annually.  As  all  other  associations 
manage  their  own  business,  so  this  society 
manages  its  own  business.  This  is  the 
utmost  bound  and  limit  of  its  authority  and 
control . 

(8.)  Ministers  of  Psalm-singing  churches, 
including  our  own,  are  members  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  ; they  unite  in  arranging 
the  programmes  of  conventions  in  which 
hymns  are  used,  and  are  therefore  guilty  of 
violating  their  covenant  engagements  and 
ordination  vows. 
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To  this  charge  of  guilt  I make  a most 
emphatic  denial.  But  if  they  are  guilty, 
what  shall  we  say  of  Synod’s  agent  on 
testimony-bearing,  who  arranges  for  church 
services,  in  which  he  participates,  in  which 
hymns  are  used  ? What  shall  we  say  of 
the  guilt  of  Synod  when  she  listens  to  the 
reports  of  such  services,  and  utters  not  a 
word  of  dissent  or  reproof?  Since  the 
United  Society  of  Christian  Endeavor  is 
not  a church,  I hold  that  when  Psalm- 
singers  on  the  Board  of  Trustees  have 
stated  their  position,  and  borne  their  t(S- 
tiinony  in  favor  of  the  inspired  Psalms  in 
the  praise  service  of  the  conventions,  they 
are  guiltless,  though  they  do  not  withdraw. 
In  fact,  they  would  be  guilty  if  they  did 
withdraw,  for  such  a course  would  effect- 
ually prevent  their  bearing  similar  testi- 
mony in  the  future. 

But  I go  further.  I maintain  that  now 
since  we  have  a representative  on  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  one  of  our  grandest 
opportunities  is  pi'esented.  Our  duty  con- 
cerning the  Psalms  of  the  Bible  is  not  done 
when  we  sing  them.  We  are  to  persuade 
others  to  use  them.  We  cannot  do  this 
by  secluding  ourselves  from  brethren  of 
other  churches.  An  opportunity  is  pre- 
sented now,  such  as  we  never  had  before,  of 
urging  the  use  of  an  inspired  Psalmody 
in  the  C.  E.  conventions.  We  would  be 
criminally  negligent  of  duty  if  we  failed  to 
embrace  the  opportunity.  Furthermore,  if 
the  right  man  is  put  forward,  we  may  se- 
cure national  reform  addresses  in  these 
conventions.  Here  is  splendid  national 
reform  ground.  It  is  ripe  for  the  harvest. 

(9.)  “ But  this  is  a ‘ new  type  of  Chris- 
tian brotherhood,’  it  is  church  fellowship 
under  the  auspices  of  a corporation,”  on  a 
basis  determined  by  the  corporation,  not 
by  the  Church.  It  is  not  anew  type  to  us, 
though  new  to  most  Christians.  It  is  the 
very  kind  our  Church  has  always  encour- 
aged. 


(10.)  Finally,  whatever  it  is  right  for 
other  voluntary  societies  and  even  churches 
to  do  and  to  be,  is  wrong  for  the  Society 
of  Christian  Endeavor.  It  is  right  for 
others  to  be  incorporated  ; it  is  wrong  for 
Christian  Endeavor.  It  is  right  for  others 
to  be  free  from  church  authority ; it  is 
wrong  for  Christian  Endeavor.  It  is  right 
for  others  to  appoint  their  own  boards  of 
trustees ; it  is  wrong  for  Christian  En- 
deavor. It  is  right  to  have  oaths  adminis- 
tered in  other  societies ; it  is  wrong  in 
Christian  Endeavor.  It  is  right  for  other 
societies  to  control  the  movements  they 
inaugurate  and  the  papers  they  publish  as 
the  oi-gans  of  these  movements  ; it  is  wrong 
for  Christian  Endeavor.  It  is  right  for  our 
ministers  and  members  to  go  almost  any- 
where,  though  hymns  are  used,  but  it  is 
wrong  to  go  to  a Christian  Endeavor  meet- 
ing. It  is  right  for  almost  any  kind  of  a 
society  to  exist,  but  it  is  wrong  for  Chris- 
tian Endeavor.  When  thus  stated  cor- 
rectly the  objections  need  no  answer. 

5.  Let  us  now,  in  the  light  of  the  facts 
already  given,  examine  critically  so  much 
of  the  text  of  the  recent  action  of  Synod 
as  concerns  us  as  an  organization.  This 
deliverance  says : “ Your  committee  are 
united  in  the  belief  that  the  denomina- 
tional society  is  the  ideal  young  people’s 
society,  and  if  our  young  people  were  with- 
out organization,  they  would  recommend 
the  formation  of  such  a society.”  This 
expression  of  opinion  by  the  committee 
has  been  quoted  as  though  it  were  the  de- 
liberate judgment  of  Sjmod.  It  is  said : 
“ Synod  has  put  our  young  people  on 
their  honor.  She  has  pointed  out  that  the 
denominational  society  is  the  ideal  young 
people’s  society,  and,  without  asserting  her 
Synodical  authority  over  them,  invites 
them  to  seek  this  ideal  of  their  own  choice.” 
This  interpretation  of  the  language  of  the 
deliverance  cannot  be  accepted.  The  de- 
nominational society  may  or  may  not  be 
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the  ideal  society.  Synod  has  given  no 
deliverance  on  the  question.  The  com- 
mittee on  young  people’s  societies  ex- 
pressed this  as  their  opinion  in  the  body  of 
their  report,  and  Synod  allowed  them  to 
do  so  without  any  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion. But  Synod  itself  gave  no  deliver- 
ance on  the  matter.  The  adoption  of  the 
whole  report  did  not  make  this  opinion 
the  deliberate  judgment  of  Synod.  The 
very  language  used  will  show  this.  It  de- 
clares that  “ Your  committee  are  united  in 
the  belief,”  etc.  If  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
port made  this  the  judgment  of  Synod,  it 
made  it  the  unanimous  judgment  of  Synod. 
But  this  is  absurd.  Many  do  not  believe 
it.  If  meeting  together  as  a sectarian  body 
and  singing  the  inspired  Psalms  is  the 
highest  act  of  Christian  duty,  or  if  it  is 
the  sum  of  Christian  activity,  then  the 
denominational  society  is  the  ideal.  The 
meetings  of  our  Lord’s  disciples  for  con- 
ference, prayer  and  praise,  even  when  they 
met  with  closed  doors,  are  splendid  illus- 
trations of  Christian  fellowship,  and  the 
narrative  that  describes  these  meetings  is 
an  inspiring  one.  But  far  more  inspiring 
is  the  narrative  that  tells  us  of  those  same 
disciples  entering  places  where,  according 
to  Jewish  tradition,  they  could  not  go 
without  being  defiled  ; attending  the  syna- 
gogue, where  the  worship  was  not  at  all 
Christian  ; standing  before  a heathen  audi- 
ence in  the  midst  of  the  Areopagus ; going, 
in  fact,  wherever  in  the  providence  of  God 
a door  was  opened  for  the  proclamation  of 
the  truth,  whatever  the  heathen  surround- 
ings. It  is  thrilling  to  join  with  our  breth- 
ren in  singing  the  songs  of  Zion  in  a 
strictly  denominational  society ; but  far 
more  thrilling  is  it  for  W.  M.  Glasgow  to 
rise  in  the  Christian  Endeavor  Convention 
in  Cleveland,  and  for  Miss  Ella  M.  Martin 
to  take  the  floor  in  the  Christian  Endeavor 
Convention  in  Boston,  and  proclaim  the 
authority  of  Christ  and  the  supremacy  of 


His  law  over  the  nations,  while  the  vast 
audiences  cheer  to  the  echo  the  utterance 
of  these  sublime  truths.  The  ideal  young 
people’s  society  is  the  one  that  has  its  own 
devotional  meetings  under  the  supervision 
of  Session,  and  there  breathes  in  the  influ- 
ence of  God’s  Spirit,  and  then  goes  forth 
into  such  assemblies  as  those  gathered  in 
C E.  conventions,  and  breathes  out  those 
influences  without  fear  of  being  defiled  by 
such  close  contact  with  brethren  in  other 
churches.  To  substitute  a strictly  sec- 
tarian society  for  Christian  Endeavor 
would  be  a backward  step.  When  Presi- 
dent Clark  said  that  Christian  Endeavor 
was  producing  a new  kind  of  interdenomi- 
national brotherhood,  he  was  uttering  a 
truth  which  ought  to  cheer  every  loyal 
Covenanter,  for  it  is  the  kind  of  fruit  we 
are  bound  by  our  covenant  to  cultivate. 

This  report  recommends  “ That  the 
young  people's  societies  in  all  our  congre- 
gations are  under  the  immediate  control  of 
the  Sessions  ; that  it  be  left  to  the  Sessions 
to  determine,  in  their  wisdom,  the  name, 
form  of  organization,  services  and  relations 
of  these  societies.”  This  action  leaves  the 
local  societies  just  as  they  are.  They  are 
already  Reformed  Presbyterian  societies, 
and  to  drop  the  name  “ Christian  En- 
deavor ” and  to  call  them  “ Covenanter  So- 
cieties ” would  not  make  them  any  more 
true  to  our  Church  than  they  are. 

This  Synodical  deliverance  proceeds : 
“ That  Presbyteries  be  recommended  to 
seek  to  unite  all  the  Covenanter  young 
people  within  their  bounds  in  a Covenanter 
Youug  People’s  Union,”  etc.  When  this 
part  of  the  report  was  under  consideration 
it  was  moved  to  amend  by  adding  the 
words,  “ or  Covenanter  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.” 
This  motion  did  not  prevail,  not  because  of 
opposition  by  Synod  to  the  C.  E.  Society, 
but  because  the  words  “ Covenanter  Young 
People’s  Union  ” were  explained  to  denote, 
not  the  name  of  the  organization  proposed, 
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but  merely  to  describe  the  thing  to  be 
done.  To  leave  no  doubt  as  to  this  matter, 
one  of  the  members  of  Synod  asked 
whether  it  would  be  in  harmony  with  this 
report  to  organize  Presbyterial  C.  E.  so- 
cieties. To  this  question  a member  of  the 
committee  gave  an  affirmative  answer,  and 
no  one  disputed  it.  It  is  clear,  therefore, 
that  a mistake  has  been  made  in  printing 
the  words  “ Covenanter  Young  People’s 
Union  ” in  the  form  in  which  they  appear 
in  the  minutes  of  Synod.  Synod  did  not 
adopt  the  capital  Y,  P and  U.  It  is  a mis- 
take to  quote  these  words  as  the  name 
given  by  Synod , to  the  new  organization. 
Synod  left  it  an  open  question  whether  our 
Presbyterial  societies  shall  or  shall  not 
bear  the  name  “ Christian  Endeavor.” 

If  Synod  is  opposed  to  a Presbyterial 
C.  E.  society,  much  more  is  she  opposed  to 
C.  E.  societies  in  our  congregations.  It  is 
these  local  societies  that  are  recognized 
and  enrolled  by  the  United  Society,  not  the 
Presbyterial.  It  is  membership  in  these 


local  societies  that  gives  us  a standing  in 
the  interdenominational  C.  E.  conventions? 
not  membership  in  the  Presbyterial.  It 
is  hardly  to  be  supposed  that  Synod  in  one 
resolution  declared  in  favor  of  allowing 
these  local  C.  E.  societies  to  remain  as  they 
are,  and  in  the  following  resolution  em- 
ployed language  that  can  properly  be  used 
against  them.  But  Synod  did  this  if  the 
action  now  under  review  is  antagonistic  to 
Presbyterial  C.  E.  organizations.  Since  we 
already  have  an  organization  in  our  Pres- 
bytery in  which  all  Reformed  Presbyte- 
rians within  our  bounds  are  eligible  to 
membership ; since  the  whole  Presbytery 
was  invited  to  be  present  at  the  time  of  its 
organization  to  help  decide  its  name ; 
since  it  has  borne  the  name  Christian 
Endeavor  for  a number  of  years  and 
has  prospered,  and  since  all  this  has  taken 
place  under  the  approving  acts  of  Synod, 
this  society  itself  ought  at  least  to  be 
heard  on  any  question  that  relates  to  its 
future. 


Olive  Trees  wishes  its  readers  to  bear  in  mind  that  the 
cost  of  production  cannot  be  met  at  fifty  cents  a year  unless  all 
subscribers  pay.  This  is  not  said  in  a spirit  of  f atilt-finding,  but 
simply  to  call  attention  to  a fact  worthy  of  consideration.  To 
advance  the  subscription  price  to  one  dollar , enough  to  cover  the 
large  expenditure  and  leave  a liberal  balance  for  missionary 
work , would  prevent  many  from  taking  the  paper  who  are  deeply 
interested  in  the  cause  it  represents.  There  is  a better  plan.  Let 
any  one  who  believes , as  many  say,  that  Olive  Trees  is  worth 
far  more  than  fifty  cents  as  an  evangelistic  and  educative  agency 
in  the  Church  order  two  copies,  one  to  be  mailed  to  a family  where 
it  is  not  read , and  thus  widen  its  circulation. 

7o  save  an  unnecessary  outlay  renewals  to  Olive  7'rees  will 
hereafter  be  acknowledged  by  change  of  date  on  the  wrapper.  7f 
any  one  wishes  a formal  receipt  he  ought  to  send  two  cents  ad- 
ditional for  postage  or  a postal  card. 
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ABROAD. 

Latakia,  Syria.  — Rev.  Henry  Easson 
•writes  that  the  Commission  of  Synod  was 
organized  in  Latakia  on  Tuesday,  Septem- 
ber 27,  1898.  Miss  Meta  Cunningham 
arrived  the  previous  day  from  her  furlough 
in  England,  and  after  a few  days  left  for 
her  work  in  Suadia.  “ The  brethren,”  he 
says,  “ will  give  you  particulars  about  the 
communion,  which  was  a very  pleasant  sea- 
son, with  an  addition  of  seven.” 

Missionary  James  S.  Stewart  has  sent 
us  the  following  item,  which  we  publish  in 
this  connection  : 

“ Licentiate  Isa  El  Haurani  died  at  his 
native  place,  Marjayun,  in  the  Sidon  field, 
September  23, 1898,  aged  eighty-five  years. 
He  was  a convert  from  the  sect  of  the 
Maronites,  embracing  the  Protestant  faith 
in  1854.  He  was  employed  both  by  the 
Presbyterian  Mission  and  our  own  as  a lay 
preacher  and  teacher,  and  was  formally 
licensed  at  Latakia  in  1 890.  His  work  was 
finally  stopped  by  tbe  Government,  and  he 
was  caused  to  leave  Latakia  in  1894.  Since 
then  he  has  been  employed  by  the  Presby- 
terian Mission. 

“ M.  Isa  El  Haurani  was  a faithful  ex- 
pounder of  the  Scriptures,  and  was  strong 
in  the  faith,  having  endured  much  persecu- 
tion. He  is  reported  to  have  said : ‘ All 
my  companions  in  affliction  have  preceded 
me  into  glory,  but  what  a happy  meeting 
we  shall  have  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
Saviour,  where  they  are  awaiting  me.’  His 
oldest  daughter  resides  at  Idlib,  all  the  other 
children  at  or  near  Latakia.  May  God  lead 
them  all  in  his  footsteps,  so  that  they  may 
be  followers  of  him  even  as  he  was  of  Christ.” 

Suadia,  Syria. — Miss  Cunningham,  who 
has  recently  returned  from  furlough  in 
Britain,  and  is  at  present  alone  in  this 
field,  says  in  a letter  dated  November  1st: 


Both  the  schools  were  opened  on  the 
22d  of  October.  There  are  sixteen  girls 
and  twenty-seven  boys  in  the  boarding 
schools.  Of  the  girls,  eight  are  Fellaheen, 
and  of  the  boys,  all  but  three  are  Fella- 
heen, and  we  could  have  had  twice  as  many 
both  boys  and  girls  if  we  had  either  the  place 
to  put  them  or  the  money  to  provide  for 
them.  I never  saw  the  Fellaheen  so  eager 
to  put  their  children  in  school.  This  year 
thei’e  was  no  necessity  to  send  after  them  ; 
they  wei’e  willing,  and  more  than  willing, 
to  come  of  their  own  accord.  I trust  this 
stirring  up  of  the  Ansairies  is  only  the  pre- 
lude to  tbe  extension  of  our  work  amongst 
them.  Sabbath,  the  23d,  we  had  97  at 
Sabbath-school  and  103  at  the  morning 
service,  and  35  at  the  women’s  meeting  on 
Tuesday  afternoon.  Mr.  Kennedy  preached 
here  last  Sabbath.  There  happened  to  be 
a wedding  going  on  at  the  time,  so  the  at- 
tendance was  not  as  large  as  on  the  pre- 
vious Sabbath.  The  father  of  the  bride  is 
the  richest  man  here,  and  as  it  was  his 
only  unmarried  daughter,  they  made  it  an 
occasion  of  great  rejoicing.  He  is  a very 
bigoted  Greek.  He  wished  us  to  under- 
stand that  he  had  no  regard  for  our 
teaching  on  Sabbath  observance,  and  left 
no  stone  unturned  to  impress  it  upon  the 
whole  village. 

This  is  a hard  year  on  the  poor  here,  as 
provisions  are  very  dear,  and  there  is  little 
work,  especially  here  in  Suadia.  I am 
thankful  to  say  that  I am  quite  well  and 
strong,  and  very  glad  to  be  at  work 
again. 

Mersina,  Asia  Minor. — A letter  from 
Miss  Lizzie  McNaughton,  dated  October 
31st,  contains  the  following  interesting 
items : 

How  time  flies  here  in  Asia  Minor. 
With  the  thermometer  at  79  degrees  I can- 
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not  realize  that  this  is  the  last  day  of  Oc- 
tober, and  that  I’ve  been  hard  at  work  for 
two  mouths.  I spent  a little  over  a month 
and  a half  in  Guzne.  Of  the  interesting- 
meetings  we  had  there  you  have  been  in- 
formed by  others.  The  month  of  Septem- 
ber I spent  in  cleaning  house,  gettingbeds 
and  bedding  ready,  lajing  in  supplies, 
etc.,  for  the  opening  of  school.  On 
September  13th  I gave  the  brethren  in 
Tarsus  a surprise  visit.  I found  them  well 
and  doing  well.  M.  Ismail  has  an  interest- 
ing school  of  over  forty.  I examined  them 
in  their  religious  studies,  and  found  they 
bad  made  great  improvement  since  April. 
On  October  3d  I opened  the  Boarding 
Schools.  There  are  forty  boys  and  thirty- 
eight  girls  under  instruction.  How  I miss 
Miss  Sterrett’s  kind  face  and  willing  hands, 
but  I am  very  happy  that  her  girls  are  all 
doing  so  well.  One  of  our  teachers  re 
marked  that  never  before  had  there  been 
such  demands  for  places  for  girls,  and  so 
many  from  the  Fellaheen.  Last  Friday  my 
heart  was  saddened  by  a command  from 
Tarsus  to  give  up  four  of  the  Fellaheen 
girls  from  there.  When  I called  the  girls 
and  told  them  they  must  get  ready  to  go 
to  Tarsus,  they  all  said : “We  don’t  want  to 
go  and  leave  this  nice  school.”  One  said  : 
“ What ! Must  we  go  and  leave  the  word 
of  God?  I can’t.”  Another:  “We  will 
be  cold  and  hungry  at  home,  and  will  hear 
curses  and  lies,  and  not  the  truth.”  While 
here  they  committed  to  memory  the  Lord’s 
Prayer,  the  23d  and  121st  Psalms,  the 
story  of  Adam  and  Eve,  aud  a number  of 
scripture  verses.  Whether  they  ever  re- 
turn to  us,  they  know  now  “ there  is  a bet. 
ter  and  truer  life  and  sweet  rest  in  heaven 
for  those  who  seek  to  enter.” 

On  September  18th  we  organized  a Sab- 
bath-school. There  were  fifty-seven  pres- 
ent. For  the  past  three  Sabbaths  the 
attendance  has  been  one  hundred  and  five. 
The  W.  M.  S.  of  Pittsburg  Presbytery 


kindly  sent  me  a donation,  to  be  used  as  I 
saw  fit.  With  this  sum  we  opened  a read- 
ing room.  Thei-e  are  so  many  snares  for 
the  young  men  in  Mersinawe  felt  we  must 
do  something  to  at  least  try  to  save  them. 
I know  of  two  young  men  of  bad  repute 
who  now  spend  the  most  of  their  evenings 
there.  They  cannot  read  themselves,  but 
they  like  to  come  and  hear  Bible  stories 
read  to  them.  Such  a room  would  have 
existed  long  ere  this  had  it  not  been  feared 
that  the  Government  would  close  it.  All 
are  well  and  very  busy. 

We  have  had  no  rain  from  March  15th 
till  the  12th  of  this  month. 

Cypros — Mr.  Easson  writes  that  Mr. 
Van  Milligan,  president  of  the  Ottoman 
Bank,  has  left  the  island,  but  before  going 
away  he  put  into  the  hands  of  our  mission- 
ary an  order  for  £40  ($200),  the  balance  of 
funds  received  from  friends  in  Britain  to- 
ward evangelistic  work  in  Nicosia.  Mr. 
Easson  has  also  received  from  Dr.  Godet,  of 
Switzerland,  another  donation  of  1,000 
francs  ($200)  toward  the  Armenian  relief 
fund.  In  this  connection  we  thankfully 
acknowledge,  at  the  request  of  Treasurer 
Walter  T.  Miller,  a contribution  of  $100 
for  windows  in  the  mission  building  from 
Miss  Anna  Campbell,  through  Rev.  J.  R. 
Thompson,  pastor  of  the  Second  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Congregation,  Newburg, 
N.  Y.,  and  $5  for  the  same  purpose  from 
Mrs.  Belle  L.  Kelly,  Bloomington,  Ind. 
More  money  is  needed. 

China. — Letters  from  missionaries  Robb 
and  McBurney,  dated  October  11th  aud 
14th,  report  that  a piece  of  land  has  been 
secured  for  850  taels,  or  1,180  Mexican  dol- 
lars, and  the  house  on  the  lot,  which  is 
large  and  comparatively  new,  will  probably 
furnish  four  or  five  hundred  dollars’  worth 
of  material  toward  the  new  buildings.  The 
site  is  “ on  high  ground,  above  high-water 
mark,”  and  “ as  pleasant  a location  as  any 
in  the  city.” 


News  of  the  Churches. 


365 


As  to  the  attitude  of  the  people  in  Tak 
Hing,  Mr.  McBurney  writes  that  they  “ are 
positively  friendly.  It  is  a pleasure  to 
walk  the  streets  and  talk  to  them,  Mr.  Robb 
has  been  preaching  in  a well-filled  chapel 
the  last  few  days,  and  increasing  interest 
is  being  manifested.”  Evidence  of  this 
awakened  interest  is  supplied  in  a state- 
ment of  Mr. Robb  that  he  is  “being  visited 
by  many  of  the  literati,  who  sit  long  and 
talk  much,  ultimately  getting  to  Chris- 
tianity. Sometimes  we  have  good  opportu- 
nities to  proclaim  the  truth  personally,  but 
only  the  Holy  Spirit  can  move  such  men. 
I try  to  speak  in  faith  and  leave  it  with 
them,  but  such  utter  inability  to  compre- 
hend an  unselfish  purpose  I never  saw. 
The  ignorant  can  understand  you  better.’’ 
A fresh  illustration  of  the  Saviour’s  words  : 
“ Thou  hast  hid  these  things  from  the 
wise  and  prudent  and  hast  revealed  them 
unto  babes.” 

At  the  suggestion  of  a friend,  we  asked 
Mr.  Robb  to  define  the  difference  between 
a “ treaty  port  ’’  and  a “ port  of  call.”  His 
reply  is  as  follows  : A treaty  port  is  a city 
where  foreign  consuls  may  reside,  where 
the  Imperial  Customs  have  stations,  and 
where  duty  is  paid  on  goods  entering  or 
leaving  the  country.  Foreign  ships  call  at 
these  places,  and  all  goods  entering  or 
leaving  the  country  must  pass  through 
them. 

Some  months  ago  the  city  some  forty 
miles  above  us  (Wu  Chau)  was  made  a treaty 
port,  with  an  arrangement  that  foreign 
steamers  might  call  at  certain  intermediate 
towns  and  receive  passengers  and  leave 
goods  which  had  already  paid  duty.  These 
were  designated  “ports  of  call.”  All  other 
places  could  be  visited  only  by  Chinese 
vessels.  However,  “ port  of  call  ” has  be- 
come an  obsolete  term  now,  as  a recent 
agreement  with  Great  Britain  has  thrown 
all  the  rivers  of  China  open  to  foreign  com- 
merce, and  foreign  vessels  can  go  anywhere 


and  call  at  any  place,  as  the  native  craft  do. 
It  follows  that  any  other  town  on  the  river 
would  furnish  equal  advantages  with  this 
place  in  the  matter  of  communication  and 
travel.  I am  satisfied,  however,  that  there 
is  no  better  or  equal  location  on  the  river, 
as  there  are  no  towns  unoccupied  of  equal 
size,  and  none  with  a suri’ounding  district 
of  equal  size  within  touch. 

India. — The  American  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  says  in  its  triennial  statement : 
“ India  is  the  field  in  which  American 
Christians  began  work  in  Pagan  lands. 
None  of  the  eighty-six  years  since  Newell 
and  Nott  reached  Hindustan  have  wit- 
nessed such  progress  as  have  the  last  three 
— and  this  despite  famine  and  plague  of 
unprecedented  severity.  These  disasters 
have  served  to  break  down  yet  further  the 
walls  of  caste  and  prejudice,  have  shown 
the  folly  of  idolatry,  and  have  furnished 
practical  lessons  of  Christian  truth  and 
charity.  Scattered  by  the  pestilence,  the 
Christiaus,  marvelously  protected  from 
the  disease,  have  gone  everywhere,  preach- 
ing the  Word.  Never  have  there  been  so 
many  willing  listeners  ; never  so  many  con- 
verts. In  the  Marathi  mission  the  number 
received  to  the  churches  last  year  was 
three  and  one-half  times  greater  than  in 
any  previous  year  of  their  history.  One 
thousand  persons  were  added  on  confes- 
sion in  the  two  Indian  missions.  There 
are  the  most  convincing  signs  that  the 
temper  of  the  Hindus  toward  Christianity 
is  chauging.  The  bitter  hostility  is  giving 
way  to  respect,  and  ears  and  hearts  are 
open  that  only  of  late  could  be  reached. 
Witness  that  remarkable  gift  by  wealthy 
Hindus  in  Madura — one  of  them  a priest 
of  a pagan  temple — of  a hospital,  the 
whole  fine  building  being  given  by  them 
to  our  mission,  with  the  full  understanding 
that  it  is  to  be  a Christian  hospital,  with 
daily  preaching  of  the  gospel.  Communi- 
ties are  ready  to  abandon  their  idols  and 
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come  under  Christian  instruction.  Ap- 
parently the  only  limit  to  the  harvest  that 
might  be  gathered  from  these  fields  of 
India  is  the  limited  number  of  laborers. 
There  are  within  these  fields,  under  the 
direct  and  sole  care  of  our  Board,  about 
six  and  one-half  million  souls,  a number 
equal  to  nearly  one- tenth  of  the  total  popu- 
lation of  the  United  States.  What  are  our 
thirty-three  ordained  missionaries  among 
so  many1?” 

In  the  J ily  number  of  the  Indian  Wit-  ' 
ness  the  Editor  says  : “ Speaking  recently 
with  an  experienced  missionary  he  referred 
to  the  marked  change  coming  over  the 
Mohammedans -of  the  region  in  which  he 
labors.  His  testimony  is  confirmed  by 
other  missionaries.  Mohammedans,  to  a 
larger  extent  than  is  generally  supposed, 
are  discarding  their  blind  belief  in  the 
Koran,  and  although  large  numbers  do 
not  as  yet  manifest  an  eager  disposition  to 
embrace  Christianity  they  listen  to  the 
exposition  of  its  doctrines  with  profound 
attention.  They  are  by  no  means  unwill- 
ing to  argue,  and  are  quick  to  propound 
difficult  and  embarrassing  questions  ; but 
their  whole  attitude  suggests  a genuine 
religious  interest  in  the  vital  themes  of 
religion.  There  is  no  doubt  that  ques- 
tions relating  to  sin  and  salvation  are 
giving  the  Mohammedans  more  serious 
concern  than  the  majority  of  intelligent 
Hindus  manifest.  Let  missionaries  every- 
where who  are  in  touch  with  Moslems 
dwell  upon  the  many  points  common  to 
Christianity  and  Islam,  eschew  as  far  as 
possible  the  matters  impossible  of  recon- 
ciliation, and  press  home  upon  heart  and 
conscience  the  unique  claims  of  the  Sinless 
and  Sin-forgiving  Prophet  of  Nazareth.” 

Africa. — In  the  missions  of  the  Basle 
Society  in  Cameroon,  voluntary  associa- 
tions for  Bible  reading  have  been  formed 
without  the  intervention  of  the  mission- 
aries, often  at  the  instigation  of  a negro, 


who  has  come  for  one  day  to  a mission 
station,  and  has  gone  home  with  his  heart 
full  of  all  he  has  seen  and  heard.  Besides 
this,  Cameroon  has  now  its  own  missionary 
society ; it  was  founded  about  five  years 
ago  among  the  converts,  and  soon  became 
sufficiently  strong  to  found  at  its  own  ex- 
pense a sort  of  out-station  on  the  banks  of 
the  river  Ditamba.  A house  was  built, 
and  a teacher  installed  and  paid.  Four 
congregations  alone  conceived  and  carried 
out  this  work.  The  cash-box  of  this  so- 
ciety is  peculiar  and  truly  African  in  its 
character.  Money  is  the  thing  which  is 
least  often  put  into  it,  but  instead  of  that, 
soap,  knives,  snuff-boxes,  etc.,  every  article 
bearing  a ticket  stating  its  value.  There 
are  always  purchasers,  as  the  articles  are 
sold  very  cheap.  In  the  first  year  they 
collected  in  this  way  about  1,225  francs. 

On  the  banks  of  the  Wolta,  in  the  same 
region,  the  missionary  sphere  is  extending 
from  year  to  year.  Our  friends  there 
count  178  baptisms.  One  of  the  most 
touching  and  typical  confessions  was  that 
of  a poor  woman  recently  baptized.  “ If 
I had  known  that  I was  loved,”  she  said, 
“ I should  long  ago  have  entered  the 
church.  I have  only  really  begun  to  live 
since  I became  a Christian.” — Le  Mission- 
naire. 

AT  HOME. 

Boston,  Mass. — The  November  meeting 
of  the  missionary  society  of  the  First  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  Congregation  of  Bos- 
ton was  of  special  interest  and  encourage- 
ment. ' 

The  committee  of  arrangements,  con- 
sisting of  Miss  Agnes  Rose,  Mrs.  Graham, 
Mrs:  Calderwood,  Mrs.  George  Elder  and 
Mrs.  Robinson,  had  prepared  a special  pro- 
gramme. The  first  part  of  the  evening 
was  taken  up  with  matters  of  business — a 
review  of  the  work  of  the  society  revealing 
its  great  importance  in  the  congregation’s 
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work.  Recently,  the  society,  through  its 
secretai’y,  had  listened  to  a letter  from  Dr. 
Balph,  thanking  it  for  the  box  of  prepared 
goods  for  use  in  the  hospital.  We  were 
told  in  the  letter  of  how  much  the  society 
of  our  congregation  was  doing,  as  it  main- 
tained the  bed  in  the  hospital  year  after 
year.  Mr.  Samuel  Leitch,  on  behalf  of 
Mrs.  Pitblado,  presented  the  society  with 
a map  of  our  mission  fields  in  Syria,  Asia 
Minor  and  Cyprus.  The  map  was  received 
with  thanks.  Mr.  Leitch  spoke  of  the 
work  to  be  accomplished  through  the  mis- 
sionary efforts  of  our  society — a speech  full 
of  inspiration  as  we  looked  into  the  future. 

After  this  we  were  entertained  by  some 
very  fine  selections  of  vocal  music.  To 
Miss  Louise  Murcelain  and  Messrs.  Can- 
terbury, Williams  and  Blake  we  are  in- 
debted for  this  good  part  of  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  evening.  As  a conclusion,  we 
were  invited  into  the  church  parlor,  and 
enjoyed  a delightful  tea.  The  outlook  for 
this  society  is  exceedingly  hopeful. 

Mas.  Samuel  McNaugher,  Pres. 

Mary  Allison,  Sec. 

Bloomington,  Ind. — Rev.  Mr.  T.  P.  Ste- 
venson, of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  stopped  here, 
November  1st  and  2d,  on  his  way  home  from 
St.  Louis,  where  he  had  been  attending  an 
executive  meeting  of  the  American  branch 
of  the  Pan-Presbyterian  Alliance,  and  gave 
three  lectures  on  the  Political  Philosophy 
of  the  Bible — one  before  the  students  of 
Indiana  University,  and  two  in  the  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  Church.  The  lectures 
were  all  highly  appreciated  by  good  audi- 
ences, and  the  students  gave  close  atten- 
tion. Dr.  Stevenson’s  work  here  will  do 
good.  R.  M.  B. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. — We  observed  the  sac- 
rament of  the  Lord’s  Supper  in  our  con- 
gregation on  October  30th,  Rev.  W.  J. 
Coleman  assisting.  We  had  an  accession 
of  six,  three  by  certificate  and  three  on 
profession.  Since  our  last  communion 


two  of  our  members  have  gone  home  to 
glory — Mrs.  Sarah  Johnston,  in  her  eighty- 
second  year,  and  Elder  James  A.  Patterson, 
in  his  eighty-fourth  year.  “ Thou  shalt 
come  to  thy  grave  in  a full  age,  like  as  a 
shock  of  corn  cometh  in  his  season.”  We 
came  up  to  the  mountain  through  the  valley 
of  weeping,  but  the  outlook  from  its  sum- 
mit was  full  of  promise.  In  His  presence, 
we  looked  backward  and  then  forward,  and 
the  peace  of  God  was  o’er  it  all. 

W.  McLeod  George. 

Cincinnati,  O. — Please  tell  the  friends  of 
Jewish  Missions  that  the  treasury  is  empty, 
and  our  missionary  teacher  is  laboring  and 
waiting  in  faith  for  the  churches’  answer  to 
Synod’s  appropriation.  The  work  among 
the  children  and  girls  is  growing  in  use- 
fulness. J.  C.  Smith. 

Glenwood,  Minn. — Lake  Reno  Congre- 
gation held  its  fall  communion  on  Sabbath, 
November  13th.  The  pastor  was  assisted 
by  Rev.  W.  C.  Allen,  of  Washington,  Iowa, 
whose  clear  preaching  of  the  gospel  de- 
lighted the  large  audiences  that  attended  all 
the  services.  The  weather  was  pleasant 
beyond  expectation,  so  that  even  the  aged 
members  of  the  congregation  were  able  to 
attend.  Grandma  Semple,  though  nearing 
her  ninety-sixth  birthday,  was  not  kept 
back  by  the  long1  distance  from  her  home 
to  the  church,  and  her  presence  filled  the 
hearts  of  all,  young  and  old,  with  gladness. 
Ninety-two  members  sat  down  at  the 
Lord's  table  with  great  delight,  and  all,  we 
hope,  were  strengthened  for  renewed  efforts 
in  His  service.  Twelve  persons  were  re- 
ceived into  the  membership  of  the  congre- 
gation— three  by  certificate  and  nine  on 
profession  of  faith  and  examination.  Among 
the  nine,  seven  were  young  men. 

The  congregation  undertook  the  build- 
ing of  a nice  manse  during  the  last  sum- 
mer, and  the  house  is  nearing  completion. 
It  is  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the 
church,  six  miles  from  town,  and  will  be  a 
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cozy  home  for  the  pastor  and  his  young 
wife.  Mrs.  M.  M.  Gregg,  of  Allegheny, 
generous  as  ever,  helped  the  congregation 
in  this  undertaking  with  a present  of  $50. 
The  contribution  was  the  more  welcome 
because  the  exceedingly  low  price  of  wheat 
makes  it  very  difficult  for  the  members  to 
raise  the  extra  amount  necessary  for  the 
manse. 

Lake  Reno  Congregation  is  nearly  five 
hundred  miles  from  the  nearest  Covenanter 
chui'ch,  so  that  it  is  indeed  alight  put  upon 
a hill  in  a dark  place ; but  its  members, 
young  and  old,  are  faithful  witnesses  to  the 
truth.  May  it  be  remembered  in  the 
prayers  of  the  brethren.  Com. 

Houston,  III. — The  communion  in  the 
Old  Bethel  Congregation  was  held  the  first 
Sabbath  in  November.  There  was  an 
accession  of  five  on  profession.  Rev.  J.  R. 
W.  Stevenson,  of  Eskridge,  Kan.,  assisted 
the  young  pastor,  to  the  great  satisfaction 
of  the  people.  His  messages  were  earnest 
and  practical.  May  they  be  followed  by 
an  increase  of  service  in  the  Master’s  work. 

An  election  was  held  on  Monday  for 
deaCons,  which  resulted  in  the  choice  of 
R.  G.  Lyons,  R.  A.  Mathews  and  W.  C. 
Finley. 

Since  our  last  communion,  Mrs.  Emma 
Finley  has  been  called  away  by  death, 
leaving  two  little  girls,  aged  nine  and  five 
years,  alone  in  the  world,  their  father,  W.  J. 
Finley,  having  been  called  home  less  than 
two  years  before. 

We  are  now  under  the  pastoral  care  of 
Rev.  E.  A.  Crooks,  who  was  ordained  and 
installed  over  the  congregation  by  a com- 
mission of  Presbytery  about  three  months 
ago.  He  has  proven  himself  an  efficient 
leader  as  well  as  an  able  preacher  of  the 
Word.  Com. 

New  York. — On  Sabbath,  October  30th, 
about  a fortnight  before  the  election,  Rev. 
F.  M.  Foster,  pastor  of  the  Third  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church,  preached  on  the 


topic,  “ The  Christian  Cannot  Consistently 
Vote.”  The  following  report  of  bis  dis- 
course is  taken  from  the  New  York  Times : 

“There  is  a class  of  citizens,  known  as 
the  Scotch  Covenanters,  who  do  not  vote. 
They  take  no  part  in  politics.  Waves  of 
political  excitement  roll  over  and  off  them 
as  water  rolls  off  a rock.  They  are  rapped 
over  the  head,  yet  maintain  their  course 
with  all  conscientious  fidelity.  ‘ Why  don’t 
you  vote  and  help  down  the  rascals  ? ’ is 
hurled  at  them  from  all  quarters  as  the 
roar  of  the  contest  deepens.  But  they  plod 
on  with  invincible  determination. 

“ Why  a Republican  does  not  vote  the 
Democratic  ticket,  or  vice  versa , is  readily 
discerned.  Any  half-witted,  beer-soaked 
man  is  supposed  to  be  competent  to  utter 
his  denunciation  of  the  one  and  his  com- 
mendation of  the  other — to  grasp  the  great 
principles  which  separate  the  two  great 
parties  and  the  philosophy  of  party 
affiliation.  But  let  a man  reject  both 
platforms,  and  all  platforms,  and  be- 
cause the  Government  is  itself  adminis- 
tered on  principles  essentially  wrong  and 
productive  of  much  wickedness,  he  is 
regarded  as  out  of  joint  with  republican 
institutions.  Indeed,  the  man  who  votes 
for  the  devil,  straight,  is  held  to  have  better 
discharged  his  duty. 

“ But  to  be  more  specific.  The  Christian 
citizen  does  not  deny  himself  the  ballot  be- 
cause of  dissatisfaction  with  the  candidates. 
Oftentimes  these  are  open  to  just  criticism. 
In  the  present  elections  the  leading  candi- 
dates are  probably  above  the  average  in 
intelligence  and  Christian  virtue. 

“ Nor  because  of  what  is  or  of  what  is 
not  in  party  platforms.  These,  in  recent 
years,  do  not  take  a high  rank  in  political 
philosophy  or  statesmanship.  They  are 
written  to  win  votes,  and  yield  frequently 
to  the  baser  elements,  though  sometimes 
great  and  broad  principles,  with  an  uplift, 
are  set  forth. 
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“ Nor  yet  because  they  do  not  believe  in 
government.  They  are  ardent  supporters 
of  republican  institutions,  and  forego  the 
ballot  at  a sacrifice.  They  believe  in  the 
broadest  rights  of  the  citizen  consistent 
with  good  order.  They  love  their  country 
and  seek  her  highest  welfare. 

“ The  reasons  why  it  is  believed  that  the 
elective  franchise  cannot  be  consistently 
used  by  the  Christian  may  be,  in  brief, 
stated  as  follows  : 

“First — Because  the  Lord  God  Almighty, 
whose  dominion  is  throughout  the  whole 
earth,  is  not  recognized  as  the  Supreme 
Ruler  and  as  the  source  of  authority  in  the 
Govern  ment  of  the  U nited  States.  (See  Pre- 
amble to  Constitution ; also  Article  VI.) 
Three  positions  as  to  the  source  of  au- 
thority may  be  maintained:  (a)  That  it 
resides  in  and  emanates  from  the  ruler — 
‘ the  divine  right  of  kings.’  This  political 
philosophy  has  long  since  been  rejected, 
(b)  That  authority  resides  in  and  emanates 
from  the  people.  This  is  the  political  phil- 
osophy of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  a step  in  advance  of  the  for- 
mer, but  is  only  less  hurtful  in  application, 
for  30,000,000  of  freemen  held  4,000,000  in 
bondage  only  'forty  years  ago.  (c)  That 
authority  in  the  State  comes  from  Almighty 
God,  the  righteous  lawgiver  and  judge. 
This  is  the  teaching  of  the  Scriptures. 
God  declares  Himself  to  be  ‘ King  of  kings 
and  Lord  of  lords.’  This  is  the  basis  of 
sound  political  philosophy.  To  it  nations 
will  yet  come. 

“ Second — Our  Constitution  does  not 
recognize  the  law  of  God,  nor  come  under 
the  obligation  to  obey  it.  There  is  no  in- 
timation that  God’s  law  is  to  be  the  basis 
of  the  nation’s  legislation.  God  is  de- 
throned in  so  far  as  the  nation  is  able  to 
make  this  an  accomplished  fact.  ‘We,  the 
people,’  enthrone  ourselves  on  the  seat  of 
supreme  authority.  We  have  assumed  all 
responsibility  for  law  and  order,  and  the 


execution  of  justice  in  these  dominions, 
and  are  determined  to  run  the  Government 
on  lines  which  suit  ourselves.  Herein  is 
the  principle  of  slavery  and  despot  sm.  As 
a consequence,  much  unrighteousness  and 
iniquitous  legislation  is  set  forth  as 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  as  wit- 
nesseth  the  liquor  traffic,  easy  divorce, 
Sabbath  desecration,  and,  in  some  places, 
licensed  immorality.  We  are  attempting 
to  guide  a great  nation  through  stormy 
seas  without  the  help  of  the  God  who 
instituted  the  State  and  the  great  laws 
which  He  set  as  lights  along  the  dangerous 
coasts. 

“ Third — The  voting  citizen  must  swear 
that  he  will  maintain  and  uphold  all  this 
wrong  and  destructive  legislation,  as  well 
as  the  wrong  done  to  the  nation’s  Lord. 
He  must  swear  that  laws  legalizing  the 
liquor  traffic,  laws  allowing  easy  divorce, 
laws  allowing  and  commanding  the  dese- 
cration of  the  Sabbath,  as  in  pleasure, 
business  and  the  mail  service  ; laws  licens- 
ing immorality,  etc.,  shall  be,  though  the 
Christian  citizen  knows  them  to  be  contrary 
to  the  law  of  God,  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land.  It  is  maintained  that  the  Christian 
cannot  take  such  oath  for  himself,  or  by 
proxy  through  the  candidate  he  elects  to 
office.” 

Old  Bethel,  III. — Resolutions  of  the 
Covenanter  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.  of  Illinois  Pres- 
bytery, Synod,  and  of  the  Western  Presby- 
tery, General  Synod,  assembled  in  joint 
convention,  12th  and  13th  of  October: 

1.  We,  as  a Young  People’s  Convention, 
on  this  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniver- 
sai'y  of  the  adoption  of  the  Westminster 
Standards,  express  our  gratitude  to  God 
for  the  great  good  that  the  principles  of 
His  Word,  as  finally  systematized  and  for- 
mulated in  these  Standards,  have  by  His 
blessing  accomplished  in  the  world  by 
having  brought  thousands,  in  home  and 
heathen  lands,  into  the  kingdom  of  light ; 
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by  giving  many  peoples  and  nations  civil 
and  religious  liberty,  and  to  our  own 
nation  this  blessing  and  a republican  form 
of  government.  We  further  express  our 
gratitude  to  God  for  honoring  us  in  hand- 
ing down  to  us  a rich  inheritance  in  these 
principles,  to  be  in  turn  handed  down  by 
us  to  future  generations. 

2.  Recognizing  God’s  providential  pres- 
ervation of  these  principles  in  their  purity, 
through  His  persecuted  and  faithful  wit- 
nesses for  the  truth,  and  our  great  respon- 
sibility as  their  inheritors  and  perpetuators, 
we  renew  our  devotion  to  them,  imploring 
God’s  grace  to  enable  us  to  be  true  to  our 
mission  in  preserving  and  teaching  them. 

3.  Thankfully  recognizing  that  the  work 
of  the  Westminster  Assembly  of  Divines 
has  done  much  toward  unifying  the  visible 
Church  of  Christ,  and  believing  that  the 
Church  should  be  progressive,  we  pledge 
ourselves  to  labor  to  hasten  the  day  when 
there  shall  be  another  Assembly  such  as 
that  at  Westminster  to  further  or  complete 
the  work  thus  begun  for  the  unifying  of  the 
whole  visible  Church  of  Christ. 

4.  Recognizing  that  new  social  conditions 
arise  in  every  age,  and  believing  that  these 
principles  rightly  applied  will  give  the 
solution  of  social  problems,  we  therefore 
resolve  to  study  more  carefully  in  connec- 
tion with  these  principles  the  social  con- 
ditions of  our  own  age,  that  we  may  more 
successfully  apply  the  one  to  the  other, 
and  thus  as  true  patriots  help  our  nation 
in  the  solution  of  its  momentous  questions. 

5.  Believing  that  this  end  may  be  ac- 
complished especially  by  teaching  every- 
where in  our  nation  the  great  doctrines  of 
Christ’s  headship  over  the  Church  and 
State,  we  pledge  to  embrace  every  oppor- 
tunity to  teach  this  doctrine  in  its  fullness 
to  our  fellow- citizens.  Nor  shall  our  efforts 
in  this  work  cease  till  our  beloved  nation  is 
brought  to  a full  and  explicit  acknowledg- 
ment of  Jesus  Christ  as  the  Saviour  King, 


and  His  Word  as  the  fundamental  law  of 
our  nation. 

6.  Recognizing  that  of  these  Standards 
the  Shorter  Catechism  is  best  adapted  for 
general  use,  we  urge  the  more  careful 
study  of  it  in  our  homes  and  Sabbath- 
schools. 

In  order  to  give  our  youth  a more  intel- 
ligent understanding  of  the  testimonies  of 
our  respective  churches,  we  also  recom- 
mend their  study  in  classes  for  that  pur- 
pose in  our  Sabbath-schools. 

7.  We  recognize  the  help  afforded  us  by 
meeting  in  such  conventions  as  this,  and 
we  urge  that  in  the  future  all  our  congre- 
gations make  an  effort  to  join  in  the  ad- 
vantages flowing  from  such  conference  and 
fellowship. 

8.  We  tender  our  hearty  thanks  to  all 
who  have  helped  to  make  this  convention  a 
success,  and  to  the  members  of  this  congre- 
gation for  having  so  thoughtfully  pro- 
vided for  our  entertainment  and  enjoy- 
ment. 

Rev.  R.  M.  Blackwood, 
Rev.  W.  J.  Smiley, 
Martin  Davis, 

Mary  M.  Hemphill, 

W.  C.  Finley, 

Clara  Crawford. 

It  is  interesting  to  learn  that  the  Illinois 
Presbytery  has  adopted  as  the  official  name 
of  its  young  people’s  society  “ Covenanter 
Christian  Endeavor,”  in  preference  to 
“Covenanter  Union.” 

Ray,  Ind. — Cedar  Lake  Congregation 
has  its  house  of  worship  in  Ray,  Ind.,  a 
town  with  a population  of  about  two  hun- 
dred. There  is  no  other  building  used  for 
church  purposes  within  two  miles  and  a 
half.  There  is  thus  afforded  a most  excel- 
lent field  for  work.  The  regular  Sabbath 
audience  is  from  a hundred  and  fifty  to 
two  hundred.  During  the  communion 
services  on  the  third  Sabbath  of  October, 
and  in  the  evening  of  that  day,  the  church, 
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which  will  seat  about  three  hundred  per- 
sons, was  well  filled.  The  prospects  of 
this  congregation  are  certainly  good.  Mr. 
Smith  expects  to  hold  special  services  for 
two  weeks  during  the  winter,  closing  with 
a communion. 

On  the  Tuesday  after  the  communion 
the  missionary  society,  composed  of 
men  and  women,  old  and  young,  met 
in  a private  house.  About  seventy-five 
persons  were  present.  A regular  pro- 
gramme was  carried  out.  Opportunity 
was  given  for  discussion.  Among  the  sub- 
jects referred  to  were  the  following  : The 
propriety  of  inviting  Synod  to  meet  there, 
establishing  a mission  in  the  neighborhood, 
inaugurating  a mission  in  Toledo,  Ohio, 
repairing  the  church  building.  After 
partaking  of  an  excellent  supper  prepared 
by  a committee  previously  appointed,  the 
society  adjourned. 

Mr.  Smith  has  but  entered  on  his  work 
in  Ray.  He  and  his  estimable  wife,  for- 
merly a member  of  Central  Allegheny  Con- 
gregation, are  deservedly  held  in  high  es- 
teem. The  Church  may  expect  to  hear  a 
good  report  from  Cedar  Lake  Congrega- 
tion and  its  devoted  pastor.  J.  W.  S. 

Sharpsborg,  Pa. — A clipping  sent  to  us 
records  the  removal  of  Mrs.  Matthew 
Tibby,  who  died  October  28,  1898,  in  the 
sixty-third  year  of  her  age.  Mrs.  Tibby 
was  born  in  Ireland  and  came  to  this 
country  when  but  a small  child.  She  was 
a member  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Eighth  Street  ever  since  its  or- 
ganization, about  thirty  years  ago,  and  pre- 
vious to  her  illness  was  an  ardent  worker 
in  the  church.  Mr.  Tibby,  to  whom  she 
was  married  in  1852,  and  one  son  and  two 
daughters  survive  her.  Mrs.  Tibby  was  a 
most  estimable  woman,  and  had  a great 
many  friends.  In  July  last,  while  in  Pitts- 
burg, she  suffered  a stroke  of  paralysis, 
and  was  taken  home  in  a carriage.  At  that 
time  it  was  feared  she  would  not  survive, 


but  she  rallied,  and  until  about  ten  days 
before  her  death  she  was  enjoying  com- 
paratively good  health.  The  interment 
was  in  Allegheny  Cemetery. 

Vernon,  Wis. — Rev.  Isaiah  Faris  will 
have  been  twenty  years  pastor  of  Vernon, 
Wis.,  congregation  on  the  22d  of  Novem- 
ber. He  retains  the  confidence  and  affec- 
tion of  his  members.  The  congregation, 
though  small,  holds  its  own  well,  and  is  to- 
day in  good  working  condition.  The  church 
building  has  been  lately  repainted,  repa- 
pered and  carpeted,  and  presents  a very  clean 
and  neat  appearance.  The  communion  on 
the  fourth  Sabbath  of  October  was  well  at- 
tended. The  number  of  young  people 
in  this  congregation  is  exceptionally  large. 
At  the  prayer-meeting  held  in  the  hospit- 
able home  of  our  host,  Mr.  Turner,  not 
only  was  there  a good  attendance  of  the 
youth,  but  nearly  all  took  some  part  in  the 
meeting.  The  boys  in  this  congregation 
largely  outnumber  the  girls.  Mr.  Faris, 
during  his  twenty  years’  pastorate,  has  bap- 
tized within  one  of  twice  as  many  male 
children  as  female.  It  is  not  often  one 
has  an  opportunity  of  preaching  to  a con- 
gregation in  which  the  proportion  of  boys 
and  young  men  is  so  large.  The  session 
at  the  late  communion,  following  the  ex- 
ample of  Sharon  and  Morning  Sun,  dis- 
pensed with  the  use  of  tokens. 

J.  W.  S. 

Washington,  Ia. — On  Tuesday  evening 
at  the  home  of  Rev.  W.  C.  Allen,  occurred 
the  marriage  of  Rev.  W.  T.  K.  Thompson 
and  Miss  Jennie  McConaughy. 

Promptly  at  eight  o’clock,  to  the  strains 
of  Mendelssohn’s  Wedding  March  from 
violin  and  piano,  the  groom,  preceded  by 
the  officiating  clergyman  and  supported  by 
Dr.  Ed.  McConaughy,  came  up  the  avenue 
left  for  them,  and  was  joined  by  the  bride, 
who  was  preceded  by  Gertrude  Allen  and 
Margaret  Godfrey,  flower-girls,  and  was 
attended  by  Miss  Emma  Blackwood.  Rev. 


372 


Neics  of  the  Churches. 


W.  C.  Allen,  in  a bilef  and  beautiful  ser- 
vice, solemnized  the  ordinance  of  marriage. 
Rev.  Dr.  Robb,  uncle  of  the  groom,  offered 
prayer,  and  Rev.  Dr.  George  pi'onounced 
the  benediction,  and  a new  home  was  or- 
ganized. The  large  company  then  ex- 
tended congratulations. 

More  than  a hundred  guests  witnessed 
the  ceremony,  and  left  many  useful  and 
valuable  presents  for  the  bridal  coxxple. 

The  groom  is  pastor  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  churches  of  St.  John  and 
Barnesville,  New  Brutxswick,  to  which  place 
he  and  his  accomplished  bride  go  in  a few 
days. — The  Gazette. 

The  following  report  of  the  National  Re- 
form Convention,  held  in  Washington,  la., 
November  1-3,  appeared  in  the  local  pa- 
pers, and  is  published  in  our  columxxs  at 
the  request  of  the  secretary. 

The  opening  session  of  the  Conferexxce 
on  Christian  Principles,  which  is  being 
held  in  the  First  U.  P.  Church,  was  largely 
attended.  Rev.  H.  R.  Stark  presided,  and 
made  a few  appropriate  remarks  on  the 
general  topic  of  the  evening,  which  was 
“ Christian  Citizenship.’*  The  first  address 
was  by  Rev.  A.  L.  Davidson,  who,  after 
defining  Christian  citizenship,  presented 
the  thoughts  that  the  Christian  citizen  is 
first  a man  of  principle  and  second  a man 
of  character.  In  closing  his  address,  he 
welcomed  the  delegates  to  the  convention. 
The  response  to  this  address  was  by  Rev. 
H.  P.  McClurkin,  D.  D.,  of  Topeka,  Kan., 
who  accepting  the  offered  hospitalities  of 
Washington  friends,  set  forth  the  object  of 
the  gathering  to  be  to  lay  the  corner 
stone,  Christian  citizenship,  to  raise  the 
flag  of  loyalty  to  Christ,  and  to  let  in  the 
light  of  truth  on  the  principles  of  civil 
government. 

This  was  followed  by  an  earnest  address 
by  Rev.  T.  P.  Robb,  D.  D.,  on  the  subject, 
“ How  Can  Christian  Citizenship  be  Se- 
cured ? ” 


There  were  also  short  but  lively  and  in- 
teresting addresses  by  Prof.  Mell  Logan, 
Rev.  W.  G.  Thorn,  Robt.  W.  Robb,  and 
Rev.  Robert  Gray. 

The  conference  re-assembled  at  9.30 
Wednesday  morning.  Mis.  H.  H.  George 
took  the  chair.  After  ojxening  services  the 
first  address  of  the  day  was  given  by  Rev. 
Dr.  B.  E.  S.  Ely,  of  Winterset,  on  the 
theme,  “ Religion  and  the  State.”  Dr. 
Ely  laid  down  as  a first  pi’inciple  that  the 
Word  of  God  is  the  higher  law,  and  God 
the  Supreme  Lawgiver.  He  maintained 
that  good  government  and  religion  are  in- 
separable ; that  the  State  as  such  is  subject 
to  the  moral  law  ; that  good  governments 
are  instituted  to  maintain  justice  and  law  ; 
that  a government  which  does  not  do  this 
is  a hydra-headed  monster ; that  politics 
and  religion  can  never  rightfully  be  sepa- 
rated ; that  to  set  up  the  will  of  the  people 
as  law  is  to  justify  the  rabble  which  cruci- 
fied Christ.  He  declared  that  political 
corruption  is  one  of  the  greatest  perils  of 
our  day.  He  closed  with  the  thought  that 
we  want  to  cast  the  salt  of  righteousness 
into  the  spring  of  national  life. 

The  next  subject  on  the  programme, 
“ The  Licensed  Liquor  Traffic,”  was  opened 
by  Dr.  H H.  George,  of  Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 
The  doctor  spoke  of  the  different  ideas 
among  men  as  to  this  traffic.  Some  would 
let  it  alone,  some  would  license  it,  some 
px’ohibit  it.  He  then  took  up  the  license 
system,  basing  his  remarks  on  Isaiah  28  : 
15:  ‘'We  have  made  a covenant  with 
death  and  an  agreement  with  hell.’’  The 
doctor  showed  from  the  context  that  the 
passage  was  written  with  direct  applica- 
tion to  the  liquor  traffic,  and  declared  that 
the  legislature  of  Ephx'aim  had  entered 
into  an  agx-eement  with  death  and  hell  to 
deliver  over  the  bodies  and  souls  of  men 
for  desired  immunities  and  privileges. 
The  application  was  made  to  the  license 
system  in  vogue  in  our  land  as  being  prac- 
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tically  an  agreement  to  deliver  over  100,000 
bodies  every  year  to  the  grave  and  100,000 
souls  to  everlasting  torment.  In  return 
for  this  the  Government  receives  millions 
of  revenue,  and  thus  barters  souls  for 
money.  There  is  encouragement,  how- 
ever, in  the  declaration  that  “ this  cove- 
nant with  death  shall  be  annulled  and  this 
agreement  with  hell  shall  not  stand.” 

Dr.  George  was  followed  by  Rev.  J.  P. 
Davis,  of  Ainsworth,  who  spoke  in  intro- 
duction of  the  different  license  systems — 
low  license,  high  license  and  the  mulct 
law.  He  held  that  license  in  any  form  is 
the  devil’s  work.  He  showed  that  God 
has  never  granted  to  man  permission  to 
license  moral  wrong,  and  that  moral  wrong 
can  never  be  legally  right.  Mr.  Davis 
charged  the  responsibility  of  the  evils  of 
this  system  not  only  on  the  government 
which  grants  the  license,  but  on  the  voters 
who  support  persons  and  parties  by  their 
votes  who  sanction  it. 

The  afternoon  of  Wednesday  was  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Iowa  Sabbath  Asso- 
ciation. Rev.  T.  P.  Robb,  D.  D.,  of  Linton, 
took  the  chair  and  conducted  a devotional 
service.  The  first  speaker  was  Rev.  J.  A. 
Thompson,  D.  D.,  President  of  Tarkio  Col- 
lege, on  the  subject:  “The  Christian  Sab- 
bath Essential  to  the  Nation’s  Life.”  The 
doctor  remarked  that  the  history  of  repub- 
lics is  not  such  as  to  bring  assurance  of 
perpetuity.  Many  republics  have  fallen. 
There  are  essential  elements  of  national 
perpetuity.  Physical  strength  is  essential. 
So  are  intelligence  and  moral  character. 
Religion  may  be  possible  without  a Sab- 
bath, but  such  religion  tends  to  super- 
stition. There  is  a God.  He  has  established 
a law,  based  on  x’eason.  The  observance  of 
this  law  is  essential  to  our  national  life.  Life 
depends  on  the  observance  of  no  law  more 
than  on  the  observance  of  the  law  of  the 
Sabbath. 

Dr.  Thompson  was  followed  by  Mrs.  H. 


H.  George,  who  answered  the  question, 
“ Who  is  Responsible  for  the  Loss  of  Our 
Sabbath  ? ” That  those  church  members 
who  are  not  careful  to  observe  the  Sabbath 
in  their  own  homes  and  the  churches  that 
do  not  enforce  the  law  of  Christ’s  house 
are  guilty.  That  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  is  largely  responsible,  as 
being  the  greatest  Sabbath- breaking  or- 
ganization in  the  land.  There  are  150,000 
persons  employed  in  the  postal  service 
alone.  The  publishers  who  issue  Sunday 
newspapers  are  largely  responsible. 

Rev.  C.  F.  Williams,  field  secretary  of 
the  Iowa  Sabbath  Association,  made  his 
report,  after  which  the  session  closed. 

A very  large  congregation  gathered  in 
the  evening  to  listen  to  Rev.  Dr.  McAllis- 
ter, of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  who  spoke  of  “ The 
Perils  that  Confront  Us  in  the  Settlement 
of  the  Questions  Arising  from  Our  New 
Possessions.”  The  perils  spoken  of  are 
the  spirit  of  territorial  aggrandizement , 
the  peril  of  international  complications ; 
the  peril  of  foi-getfulness  of  God — giving 
to  man  glory  which  belongs  to  God  only  ; 
the  increase  of  the  field  possible  for  politi- 
cal corruption  ; the  heterogenity  of  the  new 
elements  brought  into  national  life ; lastly, 
the  Roman  Catholic  system,  so  strong  in 
those  new  possessions.  In  closing  the  ad- 
dress the  doctor  said  that  to  meet  these 
perils  we  must  look  to  Jesus  Christ  to 
guide  the  ship  of  state.  We  must  continue 
to  look  out  for  the  interests  of  humanity. 
We  must  insist  on  the  rights  of  conscience 
of  all  people  coming  under  our  care  ; insist 
that  missionaries  be  allowed  to  enter  the 
new  field  and  do  their  work. 

The  sessions  of  the  Reform  Convention 
grew  in  interest  and  attendance.  The  at- 
tendance at  the  session  Thursday  morning 
was  excellent.  President  Thompson  of 
Tarkio  College  presided,  and  led  in  devo- 
tional exercises.  Dr.  W.  C.  Williamson,  of 
Keokuk,  was  to  have  spoken  on  “ Marriage 
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and  Divorce,”  but  a telegram  was  read 
stating  that  he  could  not  be  present.  Dr. 
Jenkins,  of  Parsons  College,  was  detained 
by  a railroad  wx-eck ; but  a full  feast  was 
prepared  in  excellent  addresses  by  Drs. 
Campbell  and  Lyons,  of  Monmouth,  111. 

The  first  address  of  the  day  was  by  Dr. 
TV.  T Campbell  on  “ The  Peril  of  Secular 
Education.”  The  doctor  spoke  of  the  views 
of  secularists  who  would  educate  the 
physical  and  mental  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  moral  aud  spiritual.  The  speaker  con- 
tended that  to  be  fit  for  the  duties  of  life 
the  moral  must  be  educated,  but  especially 
the  spiritual.  In  our  land  great  attention 
is  paid  to  the  development  of  the  physical ; 
too  little  attention  to  the  moral  and  spirit- 
ual. Some  would  reverse  the  order  of  the 
Apostle:  “ Godliness  is  profitable  for  all 
things,”  and  put  the  things  of  this  life  first. 
Intellectual  culture  is  no  security  for 
national  life.  The  most  dangeroxxs  of 
citizens  ofttimes  are  those  of  high  intellec- 
tual culture.  The  society  which  is  not 
Christian  is  anti-Christian.  Instruction, 
to  be  of  service  at  all  times,  must  cover  the 
whole  I'ange  of  education — physical,  men- 
tal, moral  and  spiritual.  Thus  educated 
we  may  come  to  the  measure  of  the  stature 
of  perfect  men  in  Christ  Jesus. 

Rev.  Dr.  S.  R.  Lyons,  president  of  Mon- 
mouth College,  was  the  next  speaker.  His 
subject  was  “The  Home  and  Its  Founda- 
tions.” In  his  opening  x-emarks  the  doctor 
said:  “TVhat  the  homes  of  the  people  are, 
such  will  the  people  be.”  No  institution 
can  propagate  spiritixal  life  without  the 
home.  The  first  corner  stone  of  the  home 
is  religion.  The  power  of  the  Spirit  of 
God  in  life  is  that  which  creates  character. 
Homes  without  religion  cannot  prodixce 
chax’acter.  Other  things  may  broaden 
character,  but  cannot  create  it  any  more 
than  the  fruit  can  produce  the  tree. 

Another  corner  stone  is  love.  Conjugal 
love  is  the  touch  of  God  on  human 


hearts.  When  marriage  is  consummated 
in  love,  our  sons  and  daughters  will  be 
like  corner  stones  after  the  similitude  of 
the  palace. 

The  third  corner  stone  is  revex-ence. 
God  respects  the  personality  He  has  made. 
We  should  x-everence  each  other  in  our 
several  relations  in  the  home — not  only 
husbands  and  wives,  but  parents  and 
children ; parents  should  reverence  their 
children,  as  well  as  children  their  pax-ents. 

The  fourth  cornier  stone  is  fidelity. 
Nothing  can  take  the  place  of  fidelity 
Everything  which  weakens  fidelity  in  the 
home  strikes  a deadly  blow  at  human 
hearts  and  humaxi  homes. 

Dr.  Henry,  who  has  created  a sensation 
by  his  fearless  exposures  of  vice  and  crime 
in  Chicago,  spoke  on  the  question,  “ What 
Responsibility  Has  This  Nation  for  the 
Millions  that  have  Recently  Come  Under 
Our  Influence  thx’ough  the  War?”  Dr. 
Henry  said  that  we  are  in  one  of  the  critical 
pei'iods  of  the  nation’s  history.  There 
are  mighty  problems  to  solve.  No  year  in 
the  history  of  humanity  has  brought  us 
face  to  face  with  such  weighty  questions  as 
confront  us  in  1898.  We  have  been  driven 
from  our  policy  of  exclusion,  and  have  be- 
come responsible  for  the  millions  brought 
under  our  care.  The  responsibilities  of 
our  position  are  very  gi’ave.  We  owe  it  to 
them  to  give  them  their  political  fx’eedom. 
Jesuitism  and  Romanism  have  kept  these 
people  in  ignorance  and  superstition ; we 
propose  to  plant  in  these  islands  the  little 
red  schoollxouse,  so  that  the  people  may 
become  intelligent,  and  appreciate  what 
we  have  done  for  them.  These  islands  are 
inhabited  by  mixed  x'aces.  We  ax-e  xxnder 
obligations  to  give  them  equality  before 
the  law.  We  px-opose  to  teach  them  that 
God  has  made  of  one  blood  all  the  nations 
of  the  earth. 

We  are  under- obligations  to  teach  the 
people  of  these  islands  how  to  work.  No 
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doubt  they  are  indolent  and  shiftless.  We 
should  give  to  them  a just  conception  of 
the  dignity  of  labor,  and  see  to  it  that  they 
get  fair  returns  for  their  toil. 

We  are  under  obligations  to  see  to  it 
that  the  union  between  Church  and  State 
is  not  continued.  It  is  an  incestuous 
union.  It  has  made  the  Church  worldly, 
and  has  never  sanctified  the  State.  Let 
the  Church  take  care  of  herself,  and  not 
depend  on  the  State  for  her  support. 

The  flag  stands  for  a Church  without  a 
pope  and  a State  without  a king.  ‘‘  Old 
Glory  ” stands  for  religious  tolerance  and 
religious  freedom.  Rome  has  always  ex- 
cluded the  Bible  as  far  as  she  could.  We 
must  give  them  the  Bible.  We  must  give 
them  a pure  religion.  Rome  has  given  her 
colonies  only  superstition  ; we  must  give 
them  a blessed  reality.  God  has  given  us 
the  truth  ; we  must  teach  it  to  them.  We 
must  give  them  Christian  civilization. 

The  speaker  declared  his  faith  that  the 
English-speaking  nations  shall  yet  enthrone 
Jesus  Christ  as  the  King  of  kings  and  Lord 
of  lords. 

After  devotional  exercises,  Rev.  H.  P. 
McClurkin,  of  Topeka,  Kan.,  spoke  briefly 
of  the  perils  and  disasters  of  secular  edu- 
cation— an  education  without  instruction  in 
morality.  The  venerable  doctor  spoke 
earnestly  on  this  theme,  giving  his  obser- 
vations during  more  than  fifty  years  of  the 
ministry  of  the  gospel. 

Rev.  David  McAllister,  D.  D.,  of  Pitts- 
burg, Pa.,  gave  the  address  of  the  evening 
on  the  subject,  “The  Christian  Amendment 
to  the  National  Constitution — What  is  it  ? 
Its  Absolute  Necessity  to  Convert  This 
Nation  from  a Secular  to  a Christian  Na- 
tion.” It  was  shown  that  this  country 
was  colonized  by  Christians — Pilgrims, 
Puritans,  Huguenots,  Presbyterians,  Qua- 
kers, etc.,  and  many  who  sought  in  this 
New  World  the  liberty  denied  them  in  the 
Old  World — the  right  to  worship  God  ac- 


cording to  the  dictates  of  an  enlightened 
conscience.  The  early  colonial  compacts 
and  constitutions  of  these  colonists  show 
their  Christian  character.  Attention  was 
especially  called  to  the  earliest  settlers  in 
Rhode  Island  under  Roger  Williams  in 
1633.  The  settlers  subscribed  the  follow- 
ing compact  of  civil  government : “ We 
whose  names  are  underwritten,  do  hereby 
solemnly,  in  the  presence  of  Jehovah,  in- 
corporate ourselves  into  a body  politic, 
and  as  He  shall  help,  will  submit  our  per- 
sons, lives  and  estates  under  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  the  King  of  kings  and  the 
Lord  of  lords,  and  to  all  those  perfect  and 
absolute  laws  of  His,  given  us  in  His  holy 
Word  of  truth.”  The  written  constitution 
is  but  the  verbil  expression  of  the  un- 
written thought  and  belief  of  the  citizens  in 
regard  to  civil  government.  Our  national 
constitution  expressed  the  tolerance  of  the 
various  States  of  the  system  of  human 
slavery.  We  constitutionally  denied  to 
men  their  civil  rights  and  to  God  the  Lord 
His  divine  rights.  God,  in  His  providence, 
has  whipped  us  into  giving  the  slave  his 
rights,  aud  we  fear  He  shall  chasten  this 
nation  until  we  give  to  God  the  rights  that 
are  His  due.  It  is  the  object  of  the  Na- 
tional Reform  Association  to  so  amend  the 
National  Constitution  as  to  acknowledge 
“ Almighty  God  as  the  source  of  all  power 
and  authority  in  civil  government,  that  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  the  ruler  of  nations, 
and  that  the  revealed  will  of  God  is  of 
supreme  authority  in  civil  affairs.”  It  was 
forcibly  shown  that  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  dark  days  of  the  Civil 
War,  in  1863,  adopted  the  substance  of 
this  amendment  in  a resolution  urging 
President  Lincoln  to  call  the  citizens  of 
our  republic  to  observe  a day  of  fasting 
and  prayer  in  the  following  words : “ Re- 
solved, That  devoutly  recognizing  the  su- 
preme authority  and  just  government  of 
Almighty  God  in  all  affairs  of  men  and 
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nations,  and  sincerely  believing  that  no 
people,  however  strong  in  the  justice  of 
their  cause,  can  prosper  without  His  favor, 
and  at  the  same  time  deploring  the  national 
offenses  which  have  provoked  His  righteous 
judgment,  yet  encouraged  in  this  day  of 
trouble  by  the  assurance  of  His  Word,  to 
seek  Him  for  succor  according  to  His  ap- 
pointed way,  through  Jesus  Christ,  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  do  hereby  re- 
quest the  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  proclamation,  to  designate  and  set 
apart  a day  for  national  prayer  and  humil- 
iation.” 

Tet  we,  in  the  hour  of  our  prosperity, 
refuse  to  publicly, 'in  the  charter  of  our 
liberties,  make  this  acknowledgment.  There 
is  danger,  therefore,  that  all  the  Christian 
features  of  our  Government  may  be  abol- 
ished as  unconstitutional.  The  nation  was 
once  part  slave  and  part  free.  Lincoln 
said  it  could  not  remain  so.  Neither  can 
this  nation  remain  part  Christian  and  part 
infidel.  The  infidel  has  now  the  constitu- 
tion on  his  side,  but  our  country  is  the 
flower  of  a great  Christian  civilization. 
That  we  should  express  and  strengthen 
and  perpetuate  this  Christian  character  of 
our  national  life,  is  but  to  be  true  to  all  the 
antecedents  of  our  history.  This  Chris- 
tian amendment  will  give  a sure  constitu- 
tional basis  for  all  legislation  along  the  line 
of  Christian  reforms. 

Large  audiences  attended  the  sessions  of 
the  convention.  The  U.  P.  Synod  of  Iowa 
appointed  six  delegates.  All  present  feel 
that  many  important  themes  affecting  our 
material  welfare  were  ably  discussed  by 
eloquent  speakers. 

Resolutions. 

Holding  these  principles  to  be  funda- 
mental in  civil  society,  viz.:  That  nations 
derive  their  existence  and  just  authority 
from  God  ; that  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is 
the  divinely  appointed  governor  among  the 
nations,  and  that  the  Bible  is  the  foun- 


tain of  law  and  morals,  with  which  no  hu- 
man enactments  should  ever  be  in  conflict. 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  1.  That,  as  a convention  met 
to  consider  questions  affecting  our  social 
and  physical  life,  we  record  our  solemn 
protest  against  the  widespread  and  persist- 
ent efforts  that  are  being  put  forth  in  our 
beloved  land  to  secularize  the  Christian 
Sabbath  and  turn  it  into  a day  of  business 
or  of  pleasure.  The  Sunday  mail  service, 
-depriving  thousands  of  the  public  servants 
of  our  Government  of  their  day  of  sacred 
rest,  the  greedy  and  heartless  demands  of 
capital  upon  labor,  the  Sunday  newspapers, 
the  Sunday  excursions  by  rail  and  boat, 
open  public  libraries  and  museums,  are  fast 
transforming  the  quiet,  orderly  Sabbath  of 
our  fathers  into  the  European  Continental 
Sunday,  with  all  its  debasing  influence  and 
godless  tendencies.  We  would,  therefore, 
earnestly  urge  all  true  friends  of  God’s 
holy  day  to  be  sedulously  on  their  guard, 
against  the  growing  laxity  of  its  observ- 
ance, that  they  may  constantly  battle 
against  the  forces  of  evil  that  would  rob 
us  of  this  beneficent  institution  so  essential 
to  the  temporal  and  spiritual  well-being  of 
man. 

Resolved,  II.  That  as  no  principle  of 
Christian  ethics  is  more  indisputable  than 
that  a known  and  admitted  evil  cannot  be 
sanctioned  by  law,  or  a revenue  derived 
from  it  without  sin  and  exposure  to  His  dis- 
pleasure who  has  said,  “ Woe  to  him  that 
buildeth  a town  with  blood,  and  estab- 
lisheth  a city  by  iniquity,”  we  denounce 
the  licensing  of  the  liquor  saloon  as  a giant 
wrong,  convinced,  as  we  are,  that  the 
saloon  is  an  unmitigated  curse,  the  fruitful 
parent  of  crime  and  misery  and  the  enemy 
of  all  righteousness,  and  as  every  man  is 
responsible  for  the  natural  and  probable 
consequences  of  all  his  actions,  we  hold  it 
to  be  the  duty  of  Christian  men  to  main- 
tain an  attitude  of  uncompromising  hos- 
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tility  to  the  liquor  traffic,  as  the  tap-note  of 
the  evil,  and  to  labor  with  unflagging  zeal 
for  its  overthrow  and  destruction. 

Resolved,  III.  That,  believing  marriage 
to  be  a divine  ordinance,  and  not  simply  a 
civil  contract,  which,  on  application  of  the 
parties,  may  be  annulled  at  the  discretion 
of  courts  and  legislatures,  we  hold  the  un- 
scriptural  divorce  laws  that  are  on  our 
State  and  Territorial  statute  books  to  be  a 
crime  against  God,  against  the  family  and 
against  society.  We,  therefore,  hail  with 
pleasure  the  proposed  interstate  conven- 
tion to  frame  a uniform  law  of  divorce  for 
the  entire  country,  and  we  hope  that  when 
it  meets  its  deliberations  will  result  in  for- 
bidding the  disruption  of  the  marriage 
bond  on  any  other  than  a clearly  defined 
Bible  ground,  and  thus  arresting  the 
alarming  prevalence  of  divorce  that  is  doing 
so  much  to  corrupt  the  morals  of  society 
and  to  bring  dishonor  and  reproach  on  the 
fair  name  of  our  people.  For  such  a con- 
summation we  engage  ourselves  to  labor 
and  pray.  We  would  also  recognize  as  de- 
serving of  our  commendation  the  organized 
efforts  of  the  devoted  Christian  women  of 
our  country  to  promote  social  purity  as 
well  as  sobriety,  and  assure  them  of  our 
hearty  co-operation  in  their  noble  work  and 
labor  of  love. 


Resolved,  IV.  That  it  is  the  right  and 
duty  of  a nation  composed  of  Christian 
people  to  affirm  in  its  written  constitution 
its  Christian  character  by  acknowledging 
its  relation  to  God,  to  Christ  and  to  His 
moral  law. 

Resolved,  V.  That  it  is  our  conviction 
that  the  failure  of  our  nation  to  make  such 
l’ecognition  of  its  responsibility  to  God  in 
its  fundamental  law  has  fostered  the  per- 
nicious theory  that  politics  have  nothing 
to  do  with  religion,  and  has  placed  us  at 
disadvantage  in  contending  for  laws  in 
favor  of  the  Sabbath  and  of  Christian 
marriage  and  for  the  retention  of  the 
Bible  in  our  public  schools  and  the  preser- 
vation of  other  Christian  usages  that  have 
come  down  to  us  as  a precious  legacy  from 
a God-fearing  ancestry,  while  the  nation 
itself  has  been  left  without  any  higher 
standard  to  guide  it  in  settling  the  moral 
questions  and  issues  with  which  it  is  con- 
stantly compelled  to  deal  than  the  fickle 
will  of  the  majorities. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  A.  Black, 

J.  C.  Boice, 

H.  F.  Samson, 

W.  B.  Bell 


To  every  inquiry  as  to  the  element  in  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Church  that  is  represented  by  Olive  Trees  only  one 
reply  can  be  given.  It  represents  “ whatsoever  things  are  true, 
whatsoever  things  are  honest,  whatsoever  things  are  just,  what- 
soever things  are  pure,  whatsoever  things  are  lovely , whatsoever 
things  are  of  good  report .” 
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THE  LORD’S  TENTH.* 

Christian  living  and  Christian  giving  are 
so  intimately  connected  that  we  can  in  most 
cases  judge  the  former  by  the  latter.  Faith 
and  obedience  are  so  closely  related  that  to 
neglect  one  impairs  the  other.  Right  views 
of  God’s  laws  are  necessary  to  correct  liv- 
ing in  our  relations  to  both  God  and  man. 
No  law  of  God  is  of  so  little  importance 
that  we  can  afford  to  neglect  it.  Many  look 
on  the  matter  of  giving  as  merely  optional, 
subject  to  our  inclination  and  desire.  Some 
even  object  to  the  tenth  as  being  narrow, 
and  having  a tendency  to  restrain  rather 
than  increase  liberality  ; but  the  testimony 
of  God’s  Word  and  the  experience  of  His 
people  is  that,  where  the  tithe  is  faithfully 
paid,  the  Lord’s  treasury  is  full  to  over- 
flowing and  His  people  are  blessed,  both 
temporally  and  spiritually. 

The  theory  that  Christian  giving  is  with- 
out law  is  based  on  a wrong  conception  of 
the  Christian  Church.  A recent  article  in 
one  of  our  Church  papers  says  the  “ New 
Testament  is  the  charter  of  the  Christian 
Church.”  In  Romans  11:17,  Paul,  speak- 
ing of  the  Old  Testament  Church,  says 
we  are  merely  grafted  into  the  same  olive 
tree.  In  Acts  15:16,  the  New  Testament 
Church  is  spoken  of  as  the  “ restoration 
of  the  house  of  David.”  It  is  the  out- 
growth of  the  synagogue  and  its  charter  is 
the  covenant  made  with  Abraham.  The 
conditions  of  membership  in  both  the  old 
and  the  new  are  the  same — faith  in  Jesus 
Christ  and  obedience  to  His  command- 
ments. Christ  in  His  ministry  on  earth 
said  very  little  about  laws  that  were  al- 
ready established ; all  He  needed  was  to 
teach  the  spirit  and  manner  in  which  they 

• Read  by  Mrs  J.  M.  Wylie,  of  Chicago,  111.,  before  the 
Woman’s  Presbyterial  Missionary  Association,  at  Wash- 
ington, Iowa,  August  1,  1898. 


should  be  observed.  There  is  no  com- 
mandment in  the  New  Testament  concern- 
ing the  Sabbath,  and  yet  the  law  requiring 
us  to  devote  one-seventh  of  our  time  to 
God  is  recognized  by  most  Christian  people 
as  binding.  The  introduction  of  the  tithe 
is  so  similar  to  that  of  the  Sabbath,  being 
before  the  Mosaic  law  and  continued  as  a 
necessary  part  of  the  Church’s  life,  it 
seems  like  the  one  could  not  be  objected 
to  without  rejecting  the  other.  Abraham 
paid  tithes  to  Melchizedek,  and  Christ  is  a 
priest  after  the  order  of  Melchizedek. 
Jacob’s  vow  was  in  accordance  with  this 
law,  of  the  beginning  of  which  there  is  no 
account  given.  It  is  referred  to  in  Levit- 
icus as  already  established,  the  same  as 
the  Sabbath.  The  law  of  the  tithe,  as  a 
law  of  the  Old  Testament  Church,  remains, 
as  does  that  of  Church  government,  the 
Sabbath,  aud  psalmody. 

How,  then,  shall  we  measure  our  respon- 
sibility ? The  command  to  give  as  the  Lord 
has  prospered  us  implies  a proportion.  If 
a tenth  is  required,  can  we  expect  a bless- 
ing if  we  give  less  ? If  our  giving  is  not 
systematic  can  we  be  sure  that  we  come 
up  to  the  standard1?  Our  means,  whether 
great  or  small,  are  to  be  used  in  God’s  ser- 
vice. We  are  not  our  own,  but  bought 
with  a price;  as  the  Lord’s  stewards  we 
are  to  distribute  that  intrusted  to  our  care. 
We  do  not  think  it  benevolence  on  our  part 
to  keep  the  Sabbath.  It  is  the  portion  of 
our  time  which  God  requires  of  us,  so  the 
tenth  is  the  Lord’s  portion  of  our  means, 
and  is  not  ours  to  use  as  we  please.  Our 
freewill  offerings  must  come  out  of  the 
nine-tenths.  We  should  pay  our  debts  be- 
fore we  give  presents.  If  we  can  and  are 
willing  to  give  more  than  a tenth  it  will  be 
accepted  and  blessed  as  a freewill  offering. 
We  are  not  restricted  in  our  giving,  but 
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stimulated  to  make  sacrifices  that  will  show 
our  love  to  Christ  and  our  fellow-men.  If 
God  has  blessed  us  with  a competency  we 
should  not  be  satisfied  with  a tenth  merely, 
but  should  show  our  gratitude  for  “ all  His 
gracious  benefits  ” by  our  freewill  offerings, 
which  should  be  measured  only  by  the 
needs  of  the  hour  and  our  ability  to  give. 
If  our  ears  are  open  to  the  needy’s  cry  and 
our  hearts  burn  for  those  who  are  perish- 
ing in  heathen  darkness,  we  will  not  think 
of  how  little  we  can  give,  but  how  much, 
and  will  count  it  a privilege  to  deny  our- 
selves for  Christ's  sake. 

Systematic  giving  helps  to  regulate  other 
departments  of  living.  It  keeps  our  ambi- 
tion in  control  aud  helps  to  overcome  sel- 
fishness. It  is  a daily  reminder  of  our 
obligations  to  others  and  of  our  depend- 
ence upon  God.  It  is  necessary  to  teach  us 
that  all  belongs  to  God.  It  also  encour- 
ages careful  business  habits,  which  lead  to 
success.  No  one  is  too  poor  to  give  his 
tenth ; God’s  law  is  suited  to  all  classes 
and  conditions.  Provision  was  made  in 
the  Old  Testament  for  the  poor.  The  dove 
or  pigeon  was  as  acceptable  as  the  best  of 
the  flock,  if  that  was  the  best  he  had. 
“According  to  what  a man  hath,  and  not 
what  he  hath  not,”  is  required.  To  excuse 
the  poor  from  giving  is  to  deny  them  the 
blessing  which  God  has  promised.  Per- 
sons who  always  receive  and  never  give 
anything  will  always  be  dependent.  If  the 
matter  of  giving  is  left  to  our  own  inclina- 
tion it  will  be  spasmodic.  Our  own  needs 
first  supplied,  there  is  little,  if  anything, 
left  for  the  Lord’s  treasury. 

No  sphere  of  life  has  so  many  tempta- 
tions as  that  of  property.  Human  enthu- 
siasm without  law  to  regulate  it  is  too  un- 
certain a thing  to  depend  upon.  If  the 
observance  of  the  Sabbath  were  left  to  our 
discretion,  how  long  would  it  remain  ? The 
Christian  Church  is  not  without  law.  The 
law-abiding  citizen  is  scarcely  conscious  of 


the  laws  which  govern  him,  yet  he  knows 
they  are  binding,  and  would  not  have  it 
otherwise. 

A proper  conception  of  Christian  giving 
is  necessary  to  true  worship.  Covetous- 
ness is  classed  with  the  vilest  of  sins.  It 
is  idolatry.  The  love  of  money,  which  is 
one  form  of  covetousness,  is  the  root  of  all 
evil.  If  we  claim  our  money  as  our  own, 
are  we  not  guilty  of  covetousness  ? Should 
we  not  anxiously  inquire  for  the  true  anti- 
dote which  shall  prevent  the  infection  of 
unbelief?  Surely  a consecrated  use  of  our 
means,  according  to  God’s  appointed  way, 
will  be  blessed  as  a means  to  that  end. 
Thus  we  acknowledge  all  as  coming  from 
God,  and  our  possessions,  instead  of  being 
a hindrance  to  our  spiritual  life,  will  be  a 
help;  with  hearts  full  of  gratitude  we  will 
seek  to  glorify  God  in  all  that  we  do. 

The  observance  of  this  law  is  made  a 
means  of  grace.  The  performance  of  a 
duty  will  not  produce  regeneration,  but  is 
a means  of  keeping  those  who  are  renewed 
in  the  path  of  uprightness.  Obedience 
gives  clearer  views  of  God.  The  Holy 
Spirit  is  promised  on  this  condition,  “ He 
that  doeth  my  will  shall  know  the  doc- 
trine.” If,  then,  we  are  to  grow  in  grace 
and  preserve  our  spiritual  life,  we  must 
render  complete  and  cheerful  obedience  to 
this  and  all  other  requirements  of  God’s 
law.  The  principle  of  giving  is  connected 
with  so  many  departments  of  life  affecting 
our  duty  to  God  and  to  man,  benefiting 
or  hindering  our  spiritual  and  temporal 
advancement,  it  deserves  our  serious  and 
prayerful  attention.  It  is  one  of  the  rules 
for  our  guidance  that  will  help  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  Christ’s  kingdom  ou  earth. 

SEEING  GOD. 

Thirty-seven  years  before  her  death, 
Jenny  Lind  abandoned  the  operatic  stage. 
The  motive  of  the  great  renunciation  was 
purely  a spiritual  one.  Every  appear- 
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ance  bad  been  a dramatic  triumph,  and  her 
pecuniary  reward  was  large ; yet  she  never 
regretted  her  decision.  Her  motive  is 
made  clear  by  the  following  narrative : 

Once  an  English  friend  found  her  sitting 
on  the  steps  of  a bathing-machine  on  the 
sands,  with  a Lutheran  Bible  on  her  knee, 
looking  out  into  the  glory  of  a sunset  that 
was  shining  over  the  waters. 

They  talked,  and  the  talk  drew  near  to 
the  inevitable  question : “ O Madame  Gold- 
schmidt, how  was  it  that  you  ever  came  to 
abandon  the  stage,  at  the  very  height  of 
your  success  ? ” 

“ When  every  day,”  was  the  quiet  an- 
swer, “ it  made  me  think  less  of  this  (lay- 
ing a finger  on  the  Bible),  and  nothing  at 
all  of  that  (pointing  to  the  sunset),  what 
else  could  I do?  ” 

The  Bible  and  the  sunset!  These  were 
what  she  always  needed ! These  were 
what  she  wished  at  all  cost  to  preserve. 
Each  of  them  is  closed  and  barred  to  all 
who  cannot  bring  to  them  a certain  spirit- 
ual tone ; and  it  was  this  tone  which  she 
found  it  impossible  to  preserve  amid  the 
disquieting  distractions  of  an  actress’s  life. 
There  was  nothing  morbid  or  morose  in 
this  judgment  of  hers. 

It  was  not  that  she  withdrew  from  man’s 
service  the  gifts  entrusted  to  her  for  his 
use  ; for  she  always  felt  that  her  best  gift, 
that  of  song,  gained,  rather  than  lost,  by 
her  sacrifice  of  the  stage.  She  was  not, 
then,  sacrificing  her  proper  mission  for  the 
sake  of  the  woman’s  need  of  relief  and 
peace  ; rather  she  felt  herself  to  be  paying 
the  price  that  her  full  artistic  mission  to 
mankind  asked  of  her ; and  her  whole  after 
life  seemed  to  justify  the  decision. 

There  are  few  careers  which  have  a more 
fascinating  tale  to  tell  of  rapid  and  brilliant 
passage  out  of  darkness  into  triumph,  out 
of  poverty  and  harshness  into  a blaze  of 
glory.  But  there  is  no  career  which  can 
leave  a deeper  impression  of  the  entire  su- 


premacy of  the  spiritual  motive  over  all 
that  the  world  can  bring. 

She  is  given  everything  ; and  yet  all  is 
as  nothing  if  it  does  not  leave  her  free  to 
sit  alone  by  the  seashore  and  to  look  at  the 
sunset  and  at  the  old  Lutheran  Bible  with 
the  pure  eyes  that  can  see  God. — Ex- 
change. 

THE  PSALMS. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  G.  E.  Elder,  of 
Boston,  we  reprint  the  following  valuable 
testimony  in  favor  of  the  Bible  Psalms, 
which  appeared  some  time  ago  in  the  Bel- 
fast Witness,  Ireland  : 

At  a meeting  for  conference,  recently 
held  in  Belfast,  of  those  opposed  to  the  in- 
troduction of  a book  of  uninspired  hymns 
into  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  of  Ireland,  an  aged  minister 
of  the  General  Assembly  stated,  among 
other  things,  that  for  forty  years  his  atten- 
tion had  been  closely  turned  to  the  daily 
study  of  the  Psalms  of  the  Lord,  and  that 
this  daily  habit  resulted  in  a growing  in- 
tensity of  love  and  veneration  for  them, 
and  his  admiration  of  the  deep  spiritual 
experience  they  reveal  of  the  deep  things 
of  God.  To  deprive  him  of  them  in  the 
praise  service  of  the  sanctuary  would  be  to 
deprive  him  of  that  which,  for  upward  of 
half  a century,  had  nourished  the  inner  life 
of  his  soul.  He  declared  his  conviction 
that  these  Psalms  of  the  Lord  possessed 
such  a profundity  of  godly,  spiritual  expe- 
rience as  not  the  most  spiritually-minded 
Christian  of  the  past  1,800  years  has  been 
able  fully  and  adequately  to  fathom.  The 
humble  and  prayerful  student  finds  himself 
in  their  study  constantly  pressing  forward 
to  deeper  and  more  profound  spiritual  ex- 
periences and  a more  enlarged  intensity  of 
operative  spiritual  power.  So,  acquainted 
with  those  Psalms  and  knowing  the  general 
and  intimate  attachment  to  them  by  mature 
Christians,  both  of  the  present  and  past 
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generations,  be  could  not  but  deprecate  the 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Ireland  to  displace  them  by  a 
book  of  uninspired  hymns.  The  attempt 
seemed  to  him  to  indicate  a low  state  of 
vital  religion  and  an  absence  of  the  study 
of  those  Psalms  he  had  found  so  fruitful 
in  spiritual  suggestion  and  progressive 
enlightenment.  The  notice  of  motion  now 
on  the  table  of  the  Assembly  and  awaiting 
decision  next  year  he  could  not  but  regard 
as  of  a sadly  retrogressive  character,  one 
likely  to  sink  the  Church  more  deeply  in 
the  mire  of  instability  and  confusion,  and 
perhaps  for  a whole  generation  shall  she  be 
left  to  flounder  therein  before  that  the 
mercy  of  God  shall  lift  her  up  and  plant 
her  feet  upon  the  rock,  that  she  may  sing 
again  her  song  of  deliverance.  For  his 
own  part,  he  had  never  used  in  public  wor- 
ship in  the  sanctuary  anything  save  the 
Psalms  of  the  Lord,  and  he  never  had  any 
difficulty  in  finding  a Psalm  to  suit  any 
theme  on  which  he  ever  preached.  He 
told  the  Conference  that  he  was  struck 
with  the  very  general  interest  taken  in  the 
Psalms  in  past  generations.  About  forty 
years  ago  he  began  to  collect  metrical  ver- 
sions of  the  Psalms.  As  time  progressed 
the  numbers  of  those  vei’sions  increased, 
till  now  those  in  his  hands  assigned  to 
English  authors  numbered  almost  2,000. 
These  were  issued  from  the  press  during 
the  past  400  years,  and  did  not  include 
some  from  French  and  German  and  Italian 
authors  that  are  amongst  them.  This 
wondrous  collection  evinces  the  very  gen- 
eral and  hearty  interest,  commencing  with 
the  dawn  of  the  Reformation  and  on 
through  its  progress,  taken  in  these  Psalms 
of  the  Lord.  The  labor  of  this  collection 
had  been  to  him  a labor  of  love,  and  he 
hoped  one  day  to  put  some  of  our  colleges 
in  possession  of  a collection  of  metrical 
versions  of  the  Psalms — perhaps  unequaled 
in  the  dominion  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen. 


While  he  lamented  the  public  departure 
from  ecclesiastical  attachment  to  the 
Psalms,  he  had  confidence  in  the  final 
issue  to  Zion  ; for  verily  there  is  a God  that 
reignetli,  and  He  loveth  His  Church  and 
marcheth  with  her  in  the  wilderness,  and 
will  strengthen  and  deliver  her. 

MOSLEM  UNIVERSITY. 

Turkey  is  usually  regarded  as  the  political 
center  of  Islam,  as  Arabia  its  religious  ; yet 
Egypt  is  its  very  stronghold.  Seven  mil- 
lions inhabit  it,  and  all  are  of  Moslem  faith 
save  half  a million.  But  the  citadel  of  the 
stronghold  is  the  great  university  of  A1 
Azhar,  drawing  its  students  from  all  the 
world  of  Islam,  and  sending  forth  year  by 
year  hundreds  of  “ missionaries  ” as  propa- 
gandists of  their  faith.  Clustering  round 
the  mosque  where  the  lectures  are  given  are 
corridors  and  chambers,  where  the  students 
eat  and  sleep  and  pursue  their  private 
studies.  The  dominant  subject  of  study  is 
Arabic,  and  this  in  its  turn  is  the  medium 
of  all  other  teaching,  oral  or  written.  The 
whole  circle  of  science  and  of  religion  is 
bounded  by  the  Koran.  To  break  a rule  of 
grammar  is  as  much  a sin  as  to  tell  a lie, 
and  tlms  the  student’s  language  becomes 
part  of  his  religion,  the  one  to  be  held  as 
tenaciously  as  the  other.  Far  from  being 
a vestibule  to  Christianity,  this  study  of  the 
Koran  teaches  the  student  at  A1  Azhar  that 
the  Christian  Gospels  have  been  corrupted, 
that  Christ  was  never  crucified,  and  that 
Christianity  is  the  great  hindrance  to  the 
spread  of  Islam,  the  one  true  religion  Ac- 
cordingly, the  attack  on  the  outworks  of 
Islam  seems  comparatively  fruitless,  when 
the  citadel  is  left  untouched  ; and  those  on 
the  spot  long  for  the  advent  of  a band  of 
university  men  of  spiritual  and  intellectual 
power,  the  Henry  Martyns  of  our  day,  who 
shall  study  Arabic  and  Islam  at  its  fountain- 
head, and  turn  upon  the  enemy  his  own 
weapons.  The  difficulties  are  great,  but 
the  idea  and  the  prospect  are  attractive  to 
Christian  chivalry. — Missionary  Record. 
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— This  number  closes  the  twelfth  year 
of  a missionary  magazine  that  has  always 
been  received  with  favor  in  the  Covenanter 
Church.  The  change  of  name  from  Herald 
of  Mission  Neics  to  Olive  Trees  has 
added  hundreds  of  names  to  the  mailing 
list,  and  thus  extended  its  influence  as  an 
educational  and  evangelistic  agency.  Breth- 
ren in  the  ministry  who  have  given  it  their 
cordial  support,  commending  it  to  their 
people  and  enriching  its  columns  with 
articles  of  great  value,  will  please  accept 
the  simple  reward  of  thanks  and  continue 
their  kind  offices  for  another  year.  Olive 
Trees  claims  the  continued  support  of  its 
friends  simply  because  it  is  and  always  has 
been  the  friend  of  missions. 

— In  preparing  the  contents  of  Olive 
Trees  for  1898,  we  were  surprised  to  find 
that  Rev.  J.  Renwick  Wylie,  of  New  Gal- 
ilee, Pa.,  had  not  received  due  credit  for 
his  excellent  paper  on  “ The  Relation  of 
the  Young  People’s  Society  to  the  Church  ” 
(see  p.  303).  He  will  please  accept  this 
late  apology.  It  is  hardly  fair  to  urge  a 
man  to  contribute  an  article  to  a magazine 
and  then  withhold  from  the  public  the 
name  of  the  author. 

— The  paper  of  Dr.  Wylie  on  “ The  So- 
ciety of  Christian  Endeavor  in  the  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  Church  ” occupies 
more  space  than  Olive  Trees  can  afford  for 
a single  article,  but  the  importance  of  the 
subject  seemed  to  demand  its  publication 
in  full.  It  is  an  admirable  discussion  of 
the  question,  and  will  repay  careful  pe- 
rusal. 

— The  following  contributions  to  the 
Foreign  Missions,  specially  to  aid  in  the 
liquidation  of  the  debt,  have  been  passed 
on  to  the  treasury  : 

L.  M.  S.,  of  Lakes  Presbytery,  through 

Maggie  L. Wylie,  Belle  Centre,  O.  .$5.60 


Annie  L.  Morton,  2d  Boston $5.00 

A member  of  2d  New  York 5.00 

A sister  in  Christ 3.00 


— A few  days  ago  Miss  Belle  McIntosh, 
of  Mt.  Yernon,  N.  Y.,  sent  us  a postal  order 
for  $8  for  Dr.  Paton’s  work  in  the  New 
Hebrides,  to  be  credited  as  follows : 


Personal  subscription $5.00 

S.  School  class  of  boys 3.00 


—Rev.  J.  Boggs  Dodds,  of  Suadia, 
Syria,  expected  to  sail  with  his  family  from 
Liverpool  Wednesday,  November  30th,  by 
S.  S.  Majestic,  of  the  White  Star  line. 
They  were,  wrhen  he  wrote,  enjoying  the 
hospitality  of  the  father  of  Rev.  Mr.  Ken- 
nedy of  Antioch,  at  Garryduff,  Ballymoney, 
Ireland.  Mrs.  Dodds  was  improving. 

— Mr.  Walter  McCarroll  has  accepted 
the  appointment  of  the  Irish  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church  to  Australia.  He 
will  probably  leave  for  his  field  of  labor 
about  the  middle  of  December. 

— The  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  feels  it  to  be 
his  duty  to  caution  the  churches  against 
receiving  into  their  fellowship  a Syrian 
named  Ibrahim  Razzouk,  who,  with  a com- 
panion, is  traveling  through  some  parts  of 
the  country  selling  Syriap  goods.  He 
claims  to  be  from  the  Mission  of  the  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  Church  in  Northern 
Syria.  He  was  at  one  time  in  the  employ- 
ment of  the  Latakia  Mission,  and  was 
highly  esteemed  as  a teacher  and  evangel- 
ist. But  having  imbibed  Plymouth  here- 
sies, he  introduced  them  on  all  occasions  into 
his  addresses  and  house-to  house  conversa- 
tions. Popular  and  a clever  talker,  he  soon 
succeeded  in  leading  many  to  an  acceptance 
of  his  erroneous  views,  and  almost  ruined 
the  work  in  one  of  the  most  promising 
stations.  The  influence  of  his  false  teach- 
ing is  still  felt  in  the  community. 
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All  efforts  of  the  Mission  to  persuade 
Ibrahim  to  abandon  his  errors  were  in 
vain.  He  refused  to  receive  instruction, 
making  it  necessary  to  remove  him  from 
any  connection  with  the  work.  Soon  after 
his  dismissal  he  became  associated  with  a 
society  of  Quakers  in  the  Lebanon  Moun- 
tains, and  came  to  this  country  from 
Beirut  only  a few  months  ago.  The  Sec- 
retary does  not  wish  to  interfere  in  any 
way  with  his  success  in  business,  for  he  is 
in  many  respects  a fine  fellow,  and  it  is 
hoped  a Christian  man.  But  he  is  not  in 
good  standing  in  the  Reformed  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  and  has  no  connection  with 
its  missionary  operations,  nor  can  any  reli- 
ance be  placed  on  what  he  may  say  of  the 
missionaries  and  their  work.  Ask  him  if 
he  is  acquainted  with  Mr.  Sommerville. 

— At  the  request  of  liev.  W.  J.  Coleman, 
who  feels  that  an  editorial  note  in  the 
November  number  of  Olive  Trees  is  cal- 
culated to  produce  a false  impression  as  to 
his  relation  to  Christian  Endeavor  and 
other  societies,  we  publish  the  following 
personal  explanation  of  his  position  : 

Dear  Brother  : 

In  the  November  number  of  the  Olive 
Trees  I find  myself  congratulated  on 
having  my  “ eyes  opened  to  the  privileges 
and  advantages  of  interdenominational  fel- 
lowship afforded  by  Christian  Endeavor,” 
and  this  because  I gave  an  address  at  the 
recent  Pennsylvania  State  C.  E.  Conven- 
tion at  Harrisburg. 

With  regard  to  this,  I may  say  that  I 
have  often  spoken  in  Presbyterian  churches, 
and  have  never  been  considered  a Presby- 
terian; I have  spoken  in  Methodist  churches, 
and  am  not  a Methodist ; and  in  this  case 
I addressed  a Christian  Endeavor  Conven- 
tion, and  am  not  a member  of  the  C.  E. 
Society.  I was  not  a delegate  to  this 
Convention,  nor  was  I enrolled  in  its  mem- 
bership. I did  not  speak  to  its  resolu- 
tions nor  .vote  on  them,  nor  did  I wear  its 


badge.  I was  invited  to  speak,  and  ac- 
cepted the  invitation.  I was  exceedingly 
well  treated  when  I came  before  them,  and 
I did  the  best  I could  under  the  circum- 
stances for  them.  This  is  the  sum  total  of 
my  “ interdenominational  fellowship.” 

There  are  two  extremes  into  which  I 
cherish  the  hope  that  our  ministers  will 
never  allow  themselves  to  be  led  or  driven. 
One  is  that  we  must  never  speak  except 
to  Covenanters  in  Covenanter  churches. 
The  other  extreme  is  that  we  should  join 
every  religious  society  that  comes  along, 
even  though  its  practices  are  contrary  to 
our  testimony,  in  order  that  we  may  obtain 
a hearing  for  our  testimony.  One  is  the 
extreme  of  strictness,  the  other  the  extreme 
of  looseness,  and  both  seem  to  me  unneces- 
sary and  unwise.  This  very  case  illustrates 
the  safe  course.  I was  heard  before  a Chris- 
tian Endeavor  Convention  of  Christian  En- 
deavor Societies,  yet  was  not  a constituent 
member  of  the  Convention  or  of  the  So- 
ciety. Nor  does  this  instance  stand  alone. 
Two  years  ago  I addressed  an  O.  Y.  P. 
C.  U.  Convention,  and  was  not  a member 
of  the  O.  Y.  P.  C.  U.  or  of  the  Convention. 

Reference  is  made  in  your  item  to  my 
renewal  in  communion  of  the  covenant  of 
1871,  just  before  this  “advancement  of 
the  unity  of  the  body  of  Christ." 

I have  never  learned  that  “the  body  of 
Christ”  was  divided,  but  I may  say  that  I 
am  ready  for  the  unity  of  the  visible 
Church  “ on  the  basis  of  truth  and  Scrip- 
tural order  ” provided  for  in  the  fourth  sec- 
tion of  the  covenant.  This  basis,  I under- 
stand, is  laid  down  in  the  preceding  sec- 
tions of  the  covenant,  where  the  standards 
of  the  Church  are  specified,  and  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Church  set  forth.  As  soon  as 
the  Presbyterian  or  the  Methodist  Church 
will  accept  this  basis,  I am  ready  for  union 
with  either,  and  as  soon  as  the  Christian 
Endeavor  Society,  National  or  State,  will 
accept  this  basis,  or  at  least  cease  to  prac- 
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tice  habitually  things  contrary  to  this 
basis,  I will  think  of  joining  it.  Until  it 
comes  to  this  covenant  basis  I expect  to 
remain  outside  of  it.  Yet  I will  be  ready 
to  bear  the  truth  of  Christ  to  it  as  He 
shall  give  me  opportunity. 

Yours  sincerely, 

W.  J.  Coleman. 

The  only  objection  any  one  could  have 
to  this  friendly  criticism  is  that  Mr.  Cole- 
man misinterprets  our  reference  to  the 
report  that  he  had  attended  and  taken 
part  in  a C.  E.  Convention  so  soon  after 
a solemn  renewal  of  his  Church  and 
personal  vows  at  the  Table  of  the  Lord. 
Our  point  was  not  that  in  doing  so  he 
had  “ advanced  the  unity  of  the  body  of 
Christ,”  visible,  of  course,  but  that  he  had 
11  shown  the  true  spirit  of  Christian  fellow- 
ship in  the  advancement  of  the  unity  of 
the  body  of  Christ.”  Leaving  out  the 
principal  clause  of  a sentence,  and  thus 
emphasizing  a subordinate,  or  rather  de- 
pendent clause,  was,  we  believe,  quite  un- 
intentional, and  yet  it  materially  alters 
the  meaning.  With  this  exception,  what 
our  brother  says  must  receive  our  hearty 
endorsement.  He  stands  on  our  platform, 
and  we  must  be  allowed  to  renew  our  con- 
gratulations. We  no  longer  have  to  rely 
on  newspaper  reports,  so  often  false  and 
misleading,  as  our  authority,  but  we  have 
his  own  assurance  that  he  is  the  friend  of 
interdenominational  fellowship,  and  always 
has  been,  and  is  determined  in  the  future, 
as  in  the  past,  to  avail  himself  of  its  priv- 
ileges and  advantages.  Does  any  one  de- 
mand further  proof  1 Only  a few  Sab- 
baths after  penning  the  foregoing  state- 
ment, he  preached  on  “ Good  Government  ’’ 
in  the  Scotch  Presbyterian  Church,  New 
York,  where  an  organ  and  uninspired  songs 


are  used  in  the  worship  of  God,  thus  hold- 
ing fellowship  in  the  solemn  ministry  of 
the  Word  with  a people  many  of  whom 
have  no  love  for  what  is  distinctive  to  the 
testimony  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church.  We  have  only  words  of  com- 
mendation for  a manly  man,  who  is  neither 
afraid  or  ashamed  to  carry  a testimony 
for  the  crown  of  Christ  into  any  company. 

— A committee  of  the  Board  of  Superin- 
tendents of  the  Theological  Seminary  will 
meet  in  the  Seminary  building  on  Thurs- 
day, December  22d,  at  9 a.  m.,  to  issue  cer- 
tificates to  the  students  finishing  their 
course — Messrs.  R.  H.  Martin,  J.  K.  Robb, 
W.  J.  Sanderson  and  F.  M.  Wilson. 

Daion  on  the  Hills  of  T'Arg , or  Mis- 
sions in  China,  by  Harlan  P.  Beach,  Edu- 
cational Secretary  of  the  Student  Volunteer 
Movement. 

This  volume  is  one  of  a series  of  mis- 
sionary text  books.  It  contains  in  outline 
the  facts  necessary  to  an  intelligent  ac- 
quaintance with  the  Chinese  world.  For 
those  who  desire  more  detailed  information 
the  author  has  prepared  a list  of  standard 
books  for  supplementary  reading.  A special 
map  accompanies  the  book,  with  an  index 
that  makes  it  “ easy  to  find  any  place  occu- 
pied at  the  present  time  by  missionaries.” 

We  heartily  commend  this  little  volume 
to  the  students  in  our  College  and  Theologi- 
cal Seminary,  women’s  missionary  organiza- 
tions and  young  people’s  societies.  Now 
that  our  missionaries  have  entered  in  good 
earnest  upon  work  in  Tak  Hing,  no  mem- 
ber of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 
can  afford  to  be  without  the  information  it 
supplies.  Price,  35  cents  in  paper  cover, 
50  cents  in  cloth.  Address  Student 
Volunteer  Movement,  3 West  29th  Street, 
New  York. 
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for  foreign  missionary  work , to  mark  the  dawn  of  the  20th 
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' Looking  Back  from  the  Sunset  Land. 


This  book  which  at  first  received  such  favorable  notices  by  the  Press  has 
been  received  by  the  people  also  with  marked  favor.  From  the  copious  testi- 
monies in  its  favor  the  following  are  brief  specimens  : 


“ The  book  is  a very  interesting  reminiscence  of  that 
earnest  conflict  that  preceded  our  Civil  War.”—  Christian 
Instructor. 

“ It  is  valuable  for  its  matter  as  a contribution  to  the 
history  of  great  events  of  a wonderful  period  in  history, 
written  in  charming  English.  * * A winning  piece  of 

biography  and  history  to  be  read  with  interest  a century 
hence  as  well  as  to-day.”— Rev.  R.  A.  Browne,  D.  D. 

“ There  is  uot  an  uninteresting  chapter  in  the  story 
from  beginning  to  end.  It  is  admirably  written.  There 
is  an  undertone  of  humor  that  makes  it  very  attractive 
reading  and  it  is  brimful  of  facts  worthy  of  preserva- 
tion.”— Olive  Trees. 

“The  book  is.  and  1 hope  will  be  esteemed  invaluable. 
I have  laughed  and  wept  over  it  and  have  been  profited 
by  it.”— Rev.  S Collins,  D.  D. 


“ The  author  has  arranged  a galaxy  of  brilliant  stars  in 
this  volume.  * * The  pages  are  luminous  with  narra- 
tives of  moral  courage.  * * The  reader  will  enjoy  a 
feast  in  every  chapter.  Such  literature  should  be  prized. 
May  the  Lord  make  it  a blessing  in  thousands  of  homes." 
— Rev.  Dr.  McFeeters. 

“ It  is  by  far  the  best,  history  of  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Church  in  the  i'mted  States  ever  written.”— Prof. 
McCartney  in  Olive  Trees 

“ The  facts  presented  are  always  interesting  and  some 
times  thrilling.  The  style  never  sinks  into  dullness,  and 
occasionally  rises  into  eloquence.” — The  Occident. 

‘ There  is  great  power  in  such  a fund  of  experience 
which  was  always  mingled  with  faith.”— Prof.  J.  M. 
Coleman. 

“It  is  intensely  interesting  and  ably  written  "—Chris- 
tian Nation. 


The  book  is  a beautifully  bound  volume  of  624  pages  and  is  sold  at  $1.25. 
Copies  bound  in  cloth  and  board  are  sold  at  $1.10.  Either  will  be  mailed  to  any 
address  on  the  receipt  of  the  price.  Address  orders  to 
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R.  M.  SOMMERVILLE,' 
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Entered  sb  Second  Class  Matter  at  New  York  Post  Office. 


6th  Ave.,  20th  to  21st  Street 


“THE  -O’NEILL  ”;.No.  1— Elegantly  finished 
in  polished  oak,  three  drawers,  one  drawer  on  each 
- side  and  centre  drawer,  Etted  for  needles,  boEbins, 


No. ‘'2— Oak  finished,  same  as  No.  1,  with  two 
drawers  on  each  side,  with  centre  drawer  for  tools. 

. No.  3 — Elegantly  finished  in  polished  oak,  seven 
drawers.  .....  ...  . .V.  . . . '.  ........ . . ........ 


No.  4 — Drop  Head.  It  has  four  drawers,  and 
the  head  drops  down  out  of  the  way  when  not  in 
use,  forming  a neat  table ; no  pulley  or  springs  to 
get  out  of  order;  elegantly  finished,  quartered  oak 
top  and  extra  heavy  stand. . 


EACH  O’NEILL ” MACHINE  IS 
GUARANTEED  FOR  FIVE  YEARS. 
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